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After day of terror 
МР observers 
depart for Ukraine 


By Marco Levytsky 

After spending a day of terror, 
locked down in a small room in 
the Centre Block of Parliament, 
Edmonton-Strathcona MP Linda 
Duncan departed to Ukraine on 
Oct. 23 to observe the parliament- 
ary elections on Oct. 26. 

She is joined by seven other 
MPs: Conservatives James Bezan 
(Selkirk-Interlake), who heads the 
delegation; Ted Opitz (Etobicoke- 
Centre); Mark Warawa (Langley); 
Joyce Bateman (Winnipeg South- 
Centre); fellow New Democrats 
David Christopherson (Hamilton- 
Centre), Malcolm Allen (Welland) 
and Liberal Kevin Lamoureux 
(Winnipeg —North). 

Duncan had originally been 

scheduled to leave on Oct. 22, 
but was put in lockdown with her 
fellow MPs after a gunman burst 
into the House of Commons at 
around 10 AM, Ottawa time. 
After shooting Cpl. Nathan Cirrilo, 
who was standing as an honorary 
guard at the National War Memor- 
ial on Rideau Street in Ottawa, the 
gunman dashed across the street to 
parliament, stormed into the Centre 
Block and began firing. 
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Linda Duncan 


He was killed in a hail of bullets 
as Parliament’s security brought 
him down. 

Kevin Michael Vickers, Can- 
ada’s Sergeant-at-Arms, a largely 
ceremonial role, was credited with 
killing the gunman, who was later 
identified as Michael Zehaf-Bi- 
beau, a 32-year-old ex-convict and 
drug addict who has been linked to 
ISIS through a Twitter account. 

Vickers was given a hero’s wel- 
come and a long standing ovation 
when the following morning when 
Parliament resumed sitting. 

Duncan told Ukrainian News she 
was attending the regular Wednes- 
day morning Caucus meeting of 
the Official Opposition NDP, when 
gunshots were heard just outside 
the door. 

“Repeat fire. We lost count of 
how many gunshots. Very shortly 
after that a security guard came 
in and stood in front of the doors, 
risking his own life and told us to 
hit the floor and some of my col- 
leagues moved chairs and some 
very light tables — that is all we 
had — up against the doors. Then 
we heard more gunshots — it was 
so terrifying — and I guess that was 
when (Vickers) shot the gunman. 
Then we were ushered out of there 
to a more secure place altogether. 
But I tell you, what was terrify- 
ing was the smell of the gunfire. 
Just permeated the hallways as we 
walked down. Absolutely terrify- 
ing. And since about 10 o’clock 
today, we have been in lockdown,” 
she said in a telephone interview 
just after 5:30 Ottawa time. 

The MPs were let out of lock- 
down later that night when the 
police confirmed that there was no 
second gunman. 

Dunean will be briefed by offi- 
cials from the OSCE and then trav- 
el to Lviv, where she and Warawa 
will observe polls opening at 6 
a.m. before visiting about a dozen 
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Backbreaking work 


Volya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble presented their Anniversary performance “25 Years of |Volya: The Freedom 
Lives On at Edmonton’ Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium. The show had previously been shown in 
Saskatoon, October 4 and North Battleford, October 5. Pictured above: the dancers perform the Hopak. For 


more see page & of this issue. 


Т Bill Diachuk passes away 


Former cabinet minister and long-time community volunteer 


(UkrNews)—Former Alberta 
cabinet minister and Ukrainian 
community activist Bill Diachuk 
passed away at Edmonton General 
Hospital, Oct. 27. He was 85. 

Born in Vegreville October 10, 
1229, Diachuk was educated at 
Two Hills and received a certificate 
in Social Work from the University 
of Alberta. 

He served two separate stints as 
a separate school trustee. The first 
was from 1962 to 1964 and the 
second from 1966 to 1971. 

He then moved his political ca- 
reer to the provincial level where 
he served as a member of the 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta 
sitting with the governing Progres- 
sive Conservative caucus from 
1971 to 1986. 

Diachuk won four consecutive 
elections in the constituency of 
Edmonton-Beverly before being 
defeated in 1986. 

While at the Legislature, he held 
a number of key positions: Dep- 
uty Speaker, Secretary to Caucus, 
Committee of the Legislature Re- 
view of the Workers’ Board, Minis- 
ter of Workers’ Health, Safety and 
Compensation. 

Diachuk was awarded the 
Uksainian Canadian Congress —Al- 
berta Provincial Council’s Michael 
Luchkovich Award for outstanding 
parliamentarians of Ukrainian ori- 
gin in 1993. 


Bill Diachuk (1929 — 2014) 


Diachuk served as a full-time 
volunteer in the Ukrainian com- 
munity for over 25 years, devot- 
ing his time to various commun- 
ity organizations throughout the 
Edmonton region, but also taking 
part in planning and implementing 
community development overseas 
(Brazil, Bosnia, and Ukraine). 

As President of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Social Services (UCSS), 
he volunteered most of his time 
helping new immigrants to estab- 
lish their life in Canada. Thanks 
to his efforts and tireless work the 
agency was able to help over a 


hundred families from the war torn 
Bosnia to successfully move and 
settle in Edmonton. 

Diachuk also served as a 
president of the Bishop Budka 
Charitable Society and was a chief 
organizer of fundraising events for 
projects overseas. He was also a 
founding member and a devoted 
volunteer of the Knights of Col- 
umbus Father Dydyk and Father 
Hannas Councils and Bishop De- 
metrius M. Greschuk Assembly. 

He served on the Board of Dir- 
ectors of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress — Alberta Provincial 
Council (UCC — APC), St. Basil’s 
Parish Council, Ukraine Millen- 
nium Society, as well as with a 
number of other community and 
church organizations. 

“Bill had a sincere belief in of- 
fering assistance to anyone in need. 
He volunteered most of his time 
helping new immigrants establish 
their lives in Canada. Thanks to 
his effort and tireless work, a great 
number of families and individuals 
were able to relocate and settle in 
Alberta. This included refugees 
from former Yugoslavia, immi- 
grants from Ukraine, Poland, and 
other post-communist countries,” 
said UCSS Office Manager Ivanna 
Szewezuk, who worked with Dia- 
chuk for 20 years in her Eulogy. 


“His involvement in fundrais- 
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Українські волонтери знайшли 
на Донеччині 150 загиблих бійців 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

За сорок днів роботи волонтерська місія «Чор- 
ний тюльпан» знайшла й евакуювала із зони ATO 
на Донеччині понад 150 останків українських 
військових. Наступного тижня члени місії вируша- 
ють на Донбас знову, щоб знаходити тіла тих, кого 
вважають або зниклими безвісти, або безіменними 
загиблими солдатами. 

Керівник пошукової місії «Чорний тюльпан» 
Ярослав Жилкін розповів журналістам історію 
про пошук двох зниклих американських солдатів 
в Афганістані у 2006 році: тоді цим займалася 
спеціальна гуманітарна місія у складі восьми ти- 
сяч солдатів і групи судмедекспертів. 

На Донбасі у складі місії працює понад трид- 
цятеро волонтерів, ними знайдені понад півтори 
сотні загиблих українців, Останки передали коман- 
дуванню Збройних сил України для ідентифікації 
й передачі рідним. Ще сотні останків чекають на 
пошуковиків на полях Донеччини і Луганщини, 
щоб бути ідентифікованими й похованими по- 
християнськи, повідомив Ярослав Жилкін. 

«Наша гуманітарна місія розпочалась 3 верес- 
ня, відтоді відпрацювала десять районів. Ми про- 
вели ексгумацію понад ста п'ятдесяти останків у 
більш як тридцяти похованнях - з них одинадцять 
- це братські могили. Також ми зібрали останки 
екіпажів, які згоріли у військовій техніці. Додам, 
що у складі місії працюють виключно волонтери», 
- зазначив Жилкін. 

Він продемонстрував рештки зброї, особисті 
речі бійців, знайдені на місцях боїв. 

Пошукова група працює за вельми складних 
умов: як зазначив Жилкін, місія виїжджає на місця, 
які контролюють сепаратисти, часто доводиться 
шукати останки на полях, усіяних снарядами, які 


не вибухнули, 1 мінами, До того ж, нерозірвані rpa- 
нати 1 «розтяжки» пошукова група знаходить і на 
тілах загиблих солдатів, При цьому іноді до членів 
«Чорного тюльпану» звертаються і сепаратисти, 3 
проханням знайти тіла їхніх загиблих - за слова- 
ми Жилкіна, пошукова група нікому не відмовляє, 
адже «з мертвими не воюють». 

Член місії «Чорний тюльпан», заступник дирек- 
тора Національного військово-історичного музею 
України Ярослав Тинченко зазначив, що кожен виїзд 
групи коштує приблизно сорок тисяч гривень, кошти 
збирають самі волонтери. Вони ж ризикують життя, 
проїжджаючи повз зону проведення АТО. 

«Левова частка місії | перебуває на 
самозабезпеченні. Бензин здебільшого за свій ра- 
хунок; автотранспорт, крім рефрижераторів, за свій 
рахунок. Ось нам днями старенький джип пригна- 
ли, і він теж піде на роботу на наступному тижні. 
Джип подарував благодійний фонд «Героїка». Гру- 
па кілька разів наражалась на реальну небезпеку», 
- розповів Тинченко. 

Він також зазначив, що волонтери «Чорного 
тюльпану» запропонували владі на державному 
рівні розв'язати проблеми, пов'язані з пошуком 
останків загиблих, їхньою ідентифікацією тощо. 
Серед найважливіших проблем на сьогодні - брак 
персональних жетонів, які повинен отримати ко- 
жен учасник АТО, вважають пошуковики. 

Міністерство оборони обіцяє це питання 
вирішитинайближчим часом -засловами керівника 
проекту  цивільно-військового співробітництва 
міністерства Олексія Ноздрачова, на виготовлен- 
ня таких жетонів виділили три мільйони гривень. 
І незабаром всі українські військові, гвардійці і 
бійці добровольчих батальйонів отримуватимуть 
такі жетони. 


Міністр оборони наказав прискорити 
видачу військовим зброї нового зразка 


(Радіо Свобода) -Міністр оборони Степан Пол- 
торак доручив чиновникам Міністерства оборони 
та Генерального штабу прискорити забезпечення 
армії новими зразками зброї, військової техніки 
й тилового майна. Про це йдеться в повідомленні 
прес-служби відомства. 

Полторак доручив внести зміни в нинішні 
нормативно-правові документи, які визначають 
терміни забезпечення вояків новою зброєю. 

«Ситуація в країні вимагає мінімум утричі 
швидше ухвалювати рішення щодо всебічного 
забезпечення Збройних сил України й особли- 
во військовослужбовців, що виконують бойові 
завдання в зоні проведення антитерористичної 
операції», - сказав Полторак. 

Також міністр зазначив, що Міноборони 
зацікавлене в придбанні модульних наметів аме- 
риканського виробництва. На його думку, за до- 
помогою цього обладнання можливе розгортання 
казарм, командно-штабних пунктів, мобільних 


Степан Полторак 


госпіталів та операційних. 

15 жовтня президент Петро Порошенко дору- 
чив Степану Полтораку ліквідувати бюрократичні 
перешкоди в забезпеченні Збройних сил до 23 жов- 
THA. 


Ha Луганщині спостерігати за виборами 
наважилися лише канадці, - ОДА 


(21К)--Міжнародні спостерігачі фактич- 
но проігнорували парламентську кампанію в 
Луганській області. 

Про це повідомляє прес-служба Луганської ОДА 
в Facebook. 

«Причина - бойові дії, що ведуться в зоні 
зіткнень, i, як наслідок - неможливість гаранту- 
вання особистої безпеки. Єдині, хто відважився 
приїхати на Луганщину, - представники Канадської 
Місії Спостереження «КАНЕОМ», довгострокові 


спостерігачі Стівен Рой та Роман Базікалов», - за- 
значено у повідомленні. 

13 жовтня голова Луганської ОДА Геннадій Мо- 
скаль зустрівся з канадськими спостерігачами на 
своєму робочому місці. 

«I хоча ОДА не є суб'єктом виборів 1 не може 
втручатися у виборчий процес, Геннадій Москаль 
запевнив, що за необхідності адміністрація на- 
дасть сприяння в роботі спостерігачів», - йдеться 
у повідомленні. 


Президент встановив 14 жовтня День захисника України 


(Радіо Свобода) «Президент Петро Порошен- 
ко визначив 14 жовтня Днем захисника України, 
інформує офіційний сайт глави держави. 

Таке рішення ухвалене з метою «вшанування 
мужності та героїзму захисників незалежності 
і територіальної цілісності України, військових 
традицій 1 звитяг українського народу». 


На переконання Петра Порошенка, я 
який раніше був одним із найголовніших свят 
запорізьких козаків, стане одним 13 головних свят 
у календарі нової України. 

Згідно з Указом, втрачає чинність Указ прези- 
дента України від 23 лютого 1999 року «Про день 
захисника Вітчизни». 
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Canada urged to supply 
Ukraine with lethal weapons 


(UkrNews)—Canada should 
consider supplying Ukraine with 
lethal weapons, says a former Can- 
adian ambassador to Ukraine. 

“Canada has already provided 
non-lethal military equipment. 
It has also contributed money to 
improve Ukrainian command and 
control, and communications sys- 
tems, and to support cyber-security, 
energy security, and strategic com- 
munications,” said Derek Fraser, 
who served as Ambassador from 
1998 to 2001, during a dinner held 
for participants of the conference, 
“Negotiating Borders: Comparing 
the Experience of Canada, Europe, 
and Ukraine”, Oct. 16 at the Cha- 
teau Louis Hotel 

“We might also consider help- 
ing Ukraine to acquire lethal 
weapons. Ukraine badly needs 
lethal weapons to dissuade Russia 
from further pursuing the war. In 
one battle, that of Ilovaisk in Au- 
gust, Ukraine reportedly lost 35% 
of its military hardware. 

“The problem is that, up to now, 
NATO countries have decided to 
provide directly only non-lethal 
weapons. 

“The Polish Minister of National 
Defence and Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter, Tomasz Siemoniak, has, how- 
ever, said that the Polish arms mar- 
ket is open to Ukrainian buyers. 

“Canada might therefore take the 
lead in promoting a fund to enable 
Ukraine to purchase the weapons it 
needs,” he added. 

Another major aim should be to 
prevent the economy from collaps- 
ing. 

ane GDP is expected to con- 
tract this year by 10%. The Nation- 
al Bank’s currency reserves have 
tumbled toward a nine-year low. 
They barely cover three months of 
imports. The currency, the hryvnia, 
has plunged 40 percent so far this 


Derek Fraser 


year, the greatest drop in the world. 
The IMF says the current $17 bil- 
lion loan program may not be 
enough to avert a default. It is con- 
sidered highly likely that Ukraine 
will have to reschedule its debts. 

But the problem is that the cur- 
rent IMF rescue package for 
Ukraine is based on the require- 
ments of a peace-time state, while 
the war has destroyed much infra- 
structure and industry. 

“Canada has made it clear that 
it is committed to helping Ukraine 
stabilize its economy. It has pro- 
vided a $200 million low interest 
loan for this purpose. It has also 
re-launched negotiations toward 
a Free Trade Agreement. Can- 
ada might therefore take the lead 
in promoting an international aid 
package to help Ukraine adjust to 
the losses created by the war,” Fra- 
ser said 

“If we can assist Ukraine in 
achieving an initial stability, our 
goal, then, should be to help the 
country carry out political and eco- 
nomic reforms capable of making 


it into a showcase for democracy 
and a free-market economy. It was 
such a transformation in post war 
Germany that ultimately made the 
reunification of Germany possible. 
The conversion of Ukraine into an 
attractive and prosperous showcase 
represents the best chance for re- 
covering the country’s lost unity,” 
he added 

Fraser also proposed funding 
Western aid through a Crimea Oc- 
cupation Levy on certain Russian 
goods, as well as a Donbas tax. 

At some point Ukzaine’s friends 
may also have to look at ways to 
promote reconciliation in Ukraine 
and encourage a genuine dialogue, 
involving all parts of the country 
loyal to Ukraine, to work out a na- 
tional consensus on language and 
regional autonomy, he noted. 

“It is a precept of good gover- 
nance in most Western countries 
that governments must contain 
voices from all important regions of 
the country. Yet we find in Ukraine 
that 80% of the Yanukovych ad- 
ministration came from Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts, while the ini- 
tial Turchynov-Yatseniuk admin- 
istration had few representatives 
from the East. It should become a 
principle of any Ukrainian admin- 
istration to practice and encourage 
discussion on ail issues of public 
life with the different regional and 
cultural interests. 

“Tt should become a principle of 
any Ukrainian administration to 
practice and encourage discussion 
on all issues of public life with the 
different regional and cultural in- 
terests. 

“The road from authoritarian- 
ism to democracy is always long. It 
can be made shorter with interna- 
tional help and support. The World 
should not give up on Ukraine.” 
Fraser said. 


Dewar calls for tougher sanctions 
at UCPBA Ottawa meeting 


(UkrNews)— New Democratic 
Party Foreign Affairs Critic Paul 
Dewar is continuing his call for 
Canada to impose tougher sanc- 
tions against those responsible for 
aiding and abetting Russian ag- 
gression in Ukraine. 

“That means targeting the close 
friends of President Putin that are 
on the American list. 

“Igor Sechin of Rosneft. 

“Sergey Chemezov of Rostec. 

“Viktor Yakunin of Russian Rail- 
ways,” he said during a meeting 
with the Ukrainian Canadian Pro- 
fessional and Business Association 
of Ottawa, Sept. 24 

“These men have financial inter- 
ests in Canada, but that should be 
all the more reason for Canada to 
take a firm stand. 

“If Canada acts, these men will 
pay attention. 

“Canada has already sanctioned 
a lot of people, and a lot of orga- 
nizations. But quality matters more 
than quantity. In order to make Pu- 
tin listen, we need to target his ty- 
coon friends,” he added. 

“At the same time as we target 
Russians for sanctions, we also 
need to target Ukrainians for help,” 
Dewar, who represents the federal 


Ti 


Paul Dewar 


constituency of Ottawa-Centre, 
continued. 

Canada should help Ukraine in 
its efforts for improved energy ef- 
ficiency to reduce its reliance on 
Russian gas and show leadership 
on the diplomatic front. 

Ultimately, the crisis in Ukraine 
will require a diplomatic solution. 

“Canada can help bring a broad- 
er range of countries into the dip- 


lomatic process by encouraging 
engagement from the entire inter- 
national community. 

“We should work on this bilater- 
ally and in multilateral forums such 
as the United Nations, the G7, and 
the OSCE,” he said. 

Dewar also noted that Canada’s 
response to the crisis in Ukraine 
should not be partisan. 

“This is about principle and 
pragmatism. 

“Tt is about principle, because 
it can never be acceptable for one 
country to threaten the self-determi- 
nation and sovereignty of another. 

“Ukrainians and Canadians de- 
serve to live in a world in which 
democratic freedoms and human 
rights are respected and protected. 

“Whenever and wherever those 
principles are threatened, a strong 
response is also pragmatic. It is 
in our interest, as well as the right 
thing to do. 

“This will take effort. This will 
take determination. And this will 
take cooperation. 

“By working together — govern- 
ment, civil society, and business 
— we can build a better world, one 
in which we can live in peace and 
prosperity,” he stated. 


+ Bill Diachuk 
passes away 


Cont. from P. 1 


ing campaigns was enormous. Long 
time ago, Bill had committed himself 
to Bingo, as one of the main sources 
of revenue for the social services. 
Since then, he organized volunteers 
to work the events, as well as work- 
ing almost every single Bingo event 
along with his wife Ollie. 

“One of his many gifts was his 
success in attracting new volun- 
teers. If Bill approached you and 
asked for help, it was an easy re- 
sponse of ‘yes””, she added. 

For his volunteer efforts he was 
awarded the Wildrose Foundation’s 
Star of Alberta in 2006. He was 
also honoured with the Honour- 
ary Recognition Award from Can- 
ada Immigration and Citizenship, 
the “Humanitarian Award” from 
UCC — APC, the Alberta Centen- 
nial Medal and the UCC National’s 
Shevchenko Medal. 

“Bill, your hard work ethic and 
outstanding contribution greatly 
benefitted the Province of Alberta 
and the entire community. We will 
always remember you as a true 
leader, rich with ideas, energy and a 
strong willingness to help our broth- 
ers and sisters in Canada and abroad. 

“In fulfilling His community obli- 
gations Bill was not alone. His wife 
Ollie - his soul-mate was a great sup- 
porter of Bill, she understood him 
and helped her husband whenever 
He needed,” said Szewezuk 


Bill will be greatly missed and 
lovingly remembered by his wife 
and soul-mate of 62 years, Ollie. 
Bill will be sadly missed by his 
sons, Glenn (Bonnie) and Ken- 
neth (Darlene) and his daughters, 
Teresa (Amber), Brenda (Erin) and 
Lynda (Kenny); his grandchildren, 
Corinne and Dan (Lisa), Kayla 
(Jeff), Tarin (Leah), Laryssa and 
William; his great-grandson, Oli- 
ver; his half-sister, Joyce (Bill). He 
was predeceased by his third born 
son, Douglas; his birth Dad, Nick 
Diachuk; his mother, Helen; his 
step-father, Bill Towpich; his sister, 
Rose and infant sister, Victoria. 

Prayers were held Tuesday, Oc- 
tober 21 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Basil’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 7007 — 
109 Street, the Divine Liturgy the 
following day, also at St. Basil’s, the 
Basilian Fathers officiating with in- 
terment in St. Anthony Cemetery. 

During the Prayer Service, the 
Knights of Columbus presented a 
Chalice with his name engraved 
upon it which will be donated to a 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Brazil 

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to Ukrainian Canadian 
Social Services — Bill and Ollie En- 
dowment Fund, 11717 — 97 Street, 
Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3, St. Bas- 
il’s Ukrainian Catholic Church or 
Bishop Budka Charitable Society, 
c/o #98, 52304 Range Road 233, 
Sherwood Park, AB T8B 1С9. 


After day of terror MP 


observers depart for Ukraine 


Cont. from P. 1 


assigned polls during the election. 
This will be her fourth visit to 
Ukraine, including two previous 
election missions. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
announced in September that the 
Government of Canada would 
support sending short and long- 
term observers to Ukraine through 


OSCE/CANADEM,  САМЕОМ 
and OSCE-PA. Bezan also led the 
2014 Canadian OSCE Parliament- 
ary election observation mission 
for Ukraine’s Presidential election, 
as well as the 2012 Canadian OSCE 
Parliamentary election observation 
mission. He was part of the 2010 
Presidential election observer mis- 
sion in Ukraine. 
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Спецслужби РФ хотіли 
у день виборів у Києві 


підірвати літак, обстріляти цивільних на 


Кабмін 1 ЦВК - СБУ 


(Львівська газета) -Контррозвідка СБУ викрила i не допу- 
стила реалізацію спланованого спецслужбами Росії сценарію 13 
дестабілізації ситуації в Україні. 

Про це на брифінгу 20 жовтня повідомила речник прес-центру 
СБУ Олена Гітлянська, передає УНІАН. 

СБУ повідомляє, що в Україні планувалися терористичні акти 
стосовно вищих посадових осіб держави, диверсії на об'єктах 
критичної інфраструктури, організація масових заворушень за уча- 
стю проросійськи налаштованих громадян. 

За її словами, для реалізації спланованого російськими спецслуж- 
бами сценарію під прикриттям громадсько-політичного об'єднання 
"Громадська ініціатива" було створено підпільну диверсійно- 
терористичну організацію з чіткою структурою, яка включала 
політичний, правовий, силовий та оперативні блоки. 

Як зазначила Гітлянська, встановлено, що керував цією гру- 
пою завербований російськими спецслужбами громадянин РФ 
Сергій Растрігін, 1992 року народження, уродженець Харкова, на 
прізвисько "Віктор-Студент-Архітектор?. 

Також до керівництва причетний громадянин України - засновник 
організації "Кияни за чисте місто", комендант Антимайдану, завер- 
бований ФСБ РФ Олександр Зінченко. 

За словами Гітлянської, злочинний задум групи полягав у 
захопленні адмінбудівель органів державної влади та місцевого са- 
моврядування, проведенні диверсій та терактів на підприємствах 
зв'язку, транспорту та комунального господарства в столиці. З цією 
метою спецслужбами РФ було обладнано у Києві схованку, в якій 
виявили ПІЗРК, протитанкові гранатомети, реактивні вогнемети, 
гранати. 

Також планувалося роздавати та розклеювати листівки від імені 
так званої "Київської народної республіки", починаючи з 24 жовтня 
і до дня виборів до Верховної Ради, поінформувала Гітлянська. 

Крім того, терористи планували підірвати літак в аеропорту "Жу- 
ляни? зранку 26 жовтня, обстріл будівлі Центрвиборчкому в ніч з 25 
на 26 жовтня, обстріл будівлі Кабміну у цей самий період. 

Загальна сума винагороди  угрупованню, як встановили 
співробітники СБУ, становила 64 тис. 200 доларів, повідомила 
Гітлянська. 

Крім того, диверсійна група мала організувати протестний рух 

проти дій української влади та масові заворушення для дестабілізації 
ситуації в Україні. 
З цією метою планувалася активна робота в середовищі 
військовослужбовців, агітаційні заходи в трудових  колекти- 
вах та профспілкових організаціях. Зокрема, вже підтверджено 
причетність російської сторони до провокацій і сутичок з правоохо- 
ронцями 14 жовтня під будівлею ВР, зазначила речник. Встановлено 
чоловіка, який разом з групою молодиків вчиняв бійки. Ним вия- 
вився уродженець Росії, 1962 року народження, зареєстрований у 
місті Луганськ, який мав при собі посвідчення генерала "Донського 
козачого війська". 
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Злочини проти 


Донбасі: 


Викрадення, пограбування і страти 


Анастасія Москвичова, Радіо Свобода 

Рівень насильства щодо цивільних осіб на 
Донбасі у вересні зберігається приблизно на тому 
ж рівні, що і в серпні - до оголошеного 5 вересня 
перемир'я. Це результати дослідження, яке про- 
водив Центр соціальних і трудових досліджень. 
За його даними, окрім обстрілів, основними не- 
безпеками для жителів регіону є викрадення та 
пограбування. Правоохоронці натомість говорять 
про факти арештів підозрюваних у злочинах на 
Донбасі, однак зауважують, що «найбільш активні 
злочинці» переховуються за кордоном. 

Понад 300 випадків насильства щодо цивільних 
мешканців зони конфлікту на Донбасі зафіксували 
під час моніторингу в серпні-вересні цього року 
фахівці Центру соціальних і трудових досліджень. 
Спостереження проводили на базі повідомлень 
загальноукраїнських 1 регіональних медіа. 

Попри перемир'я кількість таких зафіксованих 
випадків не сильно відрізняється: 161 подія У 
вересні проти 174-х у серпні, говорить заступник 
директора центру Володимир Іщенко. 3a його сло- 
вами, найчастіше зустрічаються повідомлення про 
пограбування, які приписуються або сепаратистсь- 
ким угрупованням, або невідомим озброєним осо- 
бам, які можуть бути представниками місцевого 
криміналітету. 

«Жертвами цього насильства стають найчастіше 
«прості громадяни» - так про них повідомляють 
- це 87 випадків із 355, також велика частина на- 
сильницьких дій спрямована проти приватних 
компаній, проти представників місцевої влади 
на Донбасі (мається на увазі офіційна українська 
влада, a He  самопроголошена), державних 
підприємств, і також - особливо у вересні - стало 
багато випадків насильства проти представників 
адміністрацій освітніх  закладів»,- говорить 
Іщенко. 

Водночас, він вказує і на значну кількість 
повідомлень про арешти цивільних з боку 
українських правоохоронних органів за «пропаганду 
тероризму» на цих територіях - за два місяці 52 ви- 
падки, щоправда, за вересень 13 них — тільки 14. 

Із полону вже визволили близько 1500 осіб, а ще 
близько 500 досі залишаються в заручниках, зая- 
вив у коментарі Радіо Свобода речник голови СБУ 
Маркіян Лубківський. Йдеться і про військових, 
і про цивільних. За його словами, Україна 
намагається провести обмін «усіх на всіх», однак 
інша сторона гальмує процес передачі. 

Натомість у базах «Cxig-SOS» та «Донбас- 


505» зараз дані про близько 400 тільки цивільних 
заручників, розповідає активістка «Схід-808» 
Анна Мокроусова. Але, 3a її словами, через те, що з 
Луганськом довго не було зв'язку, щоб перевірити 
інформацію, реєстр потребує оновлення. За сло- 
вами Мокроусової, нині успішно триває обмін 
військових на військових, водночас, звільнення 
цивільних заручників є менш активним. 

Офіційні дані щодо полонених сепаратистами 
людей можуть бути значно занижені, припускає 
адвокат Євгенія Закревська. За словами юриста, за- 
раз вона веде справи 20 осіб, які були в заручниках 
1 до яких застосовували тортури. Майже кожен із 
них говорить, що був свідком затримання від п'яти 
до десяти людей, які ніде не фігурували, зазначає 
Закревська. Окрім катувань, за інформацією адво- 
ката, до окремих полонених застосовували смер- 
тну кару. 

«Не просто вбивство за будь-яких обставин, а 
саме імітація судового процесу з таким вінегретом 
13 застосованих норм права у вигляді кримінального 
кодексу України 1 наказу про військовий стан 41-го 
(1941 року - ред.), який передбачав, власне, страти 
i військові трибунали, - говорить Закревська. — Є 
випадки, коли це документується, є випадки, я ду- 
маю, коли це не документується». 

Окрім того, за словами адвоката, підозрюваних 
у злочинах заарештовують, але далі цього справа 
поки що не йде - ці люди далі фігурують під час 
обмінів як полонені. 

Розслідуванням злочинів на Донбасі займають- 
ся групи карного розшуку, зокрема, і з Києва, вони 
працюють у Маріуполі та звільнених містах, гово- 
рить радник міністра внутрішніх справ Станіслав 
Речинський. 

«Хто не встиг утекти із сепаратистів-місцевих 


мешканців, вони затримуються, однак, звичайно, 


найбільш активні злочинці переховуються за ме- 
жами України. Судів ще не було», - каже він. 

Речинський підтверджує факти страт українських 
полонених і цивільних мешканців сепаратистами. 
За його словами, смертна кара була нововведенням 
Ігоря Стрєлкова (Гіркіна) у Слов'янську. 

Тим часом, президент Російської Федерації 
Владімір Путін на зустрічі з членами Ради при 
президенті із розвитку громадянського суспільства 
i прав людини заявив, що став свідком «подвійних 
стандартів» щодо оцінки злочинів 0 проти 
цивільного населення на південному сході України, 
на що, за його словами, «міжнародні правозахисні 
організації закривають очі». 


Російські ЗМІ знову 
демонізують «Правий сектор» 


(Радіо Свобода) - Російські медіа розповідають, 
що «Правий сектор» буцімто почав наводити у 
Києві «свої порядки». На доказ продемонструва- 
ли закриття закладу із гральними автоматами на 
Троєщині, куди завітав речник «Правого сектора», 
кандидат-самовисуванець на парламентських ви- 
борах Борислав Береза разом із міліцією та моло- 
диками у чорних балаклавах. 

«Радикали «Правого сектору» наводять в Києві 
свої порядки: нову акцію залякування влаштува- 
ли на Троєщині, націоналісті з'явилися одягнені в 
чорні маски на обличчях, озброєні пейнтбольною 
зброєю і кийками. Перед телекамерами вони били 
тих, хто відмовлявся виконувати їх накази, але 
несподівано для себе отримали серйозну відсіч», 
— йдеться у сюжеті російського каналу. 

У сюжеті російського «І-го каналу» так звані 
«радикали», «націоналісти» наводять «свої поряд- 
ки» в Києві. Одразу ж після слів ведучої у кадрі 
показують чоловіка, якого б'ють молодики в бала- 
клавах. Версії цього відеозапису на сайті youtube 
містять іншу хронологію відео. Спочатку в кадрі 
хлопець б'є лежачого у балаклаві, а потім вже 
починається бійка між невідомими та «Правим 
сектором». 

«Напала «тітушня» на нашого хлопця — 
комп'ютерника, який був на вулиці, якого збили, 


а потім хлопці прийшли і захистили його, потім 
підключилась міліція, яка в той час бездіяльно 
стояла. А навіщо нам на когось нападати, якщо 
ми приїхали з міліцією», - заявив речник «Право- 
го сектору» Борислав Береза. За його словами, 
щоб засвідчити, що такі акції не мають нічого 
спільного с пограбуваннями, вони проходять 
тільки у присутності міліції». 

«1-й канал» наголошує на тому, що за час та- 
ких незаконних рейдів «Правий сектор» погра- 
бував декілька кафе, а також вилучив і забрав 
комп'ютерну техніку. Таку інформацію Борис- 
лав Береза у коментарі для Радіо Свобода теж 
спростовує. За його словами, самі гральні автомати 
вилучали і вивозили під наглядом міліції, 1 «Пра- 
вий сектор» не брав участі саме у цьому. 

Загалом «акції по закриттю» незаконних «нали- 
вайок» та ігрових автоматів у Деснянському районі 
за останній місяць стали популярними. На своїй 
сторінці у Facebook, Борислав Береза пише про ви- 
падок, коли вилучені комп'ютери були передані у 
дитячий будинок. Є відеодокази і цього. Проте, це 
інший заклад, не той про який йшлося у сюжеті 
російського «1-го каналу». 

Також є відео, яке підтверджує, що заклади в 
Деснянському районі, які незаконно продають ал- 
коголь, закривають, про розграбування не йдеться. 
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Yatsenyuk warns of Russian | Putin offered to divide 
destabilization in elections 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk is warning that Russia could attempt to 
disrupt Ukraine’s parliamentary elections scheduled 
for October 26. 

Yatsenyuk told a meeting of top security officials and 
election monitors on October 23 that “It is absolutely 
clear that attempts to destabilize the situation will 
continue and will be provoked by Russia.” 

Yatsenyuk said that “we are in a state of Russian 
aggression and we have before us one more challenge: 
to hold parliamentary elections.” 

The prime minister said Ukraine needs the “full 
mobilization of the entire law-enforcement system to 
prevent violations of the election process and attempts 
at terrorist acts during the elections.” 

Interior Minister Arsen Avakov said authorities 
have ordered some 82,000 police officers on duty for 
election day. 

He said 4,000 members of a special reaction force 
would be among those maintaining order during 
polling hours and would be concentrated in “those 
precincts where there is a risk of some terrorist acts or 
aggressive actions by some...candidates.” 

The warning by Yatsenyuk comes on the heels of 
three violent attacks on parliamentary candidates in 
the previous week. 

The latest, against Volodymyr Borysenko, a 
member of Yatsenyuk’s People’s Front Party, occurred 
on October 20 when Borysenko was shot at and had an 
explosive thrown at him. 


He allegedly survived the attack only because 
he was wearing body armor due to numerous death 
threats he had recently received. 

Elections to the Verkhovna Rada, the parliament, 
will be held despite continued fighting in the eastern 
part of the country between Ukrainian government 
forces and pro-Russian separatists. 

Voting will not take place in 14 districts of eastern 
Ukzaine currently under the control of the separatists. 

Those separatist-held areas — in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions — are planning on holding their own 
elections in November. 

Additionally, Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea 
in March means the loss of 12 seats from the 450-seat 
parliament. 

Polls show President Petro Poroshenko’s party leading 
with some 30 percent of respondents saying they would 
cast their vote for the Petro Poroshenko Bloc. 

A similar vote tally would mean Poroshenko’s bloc 
would have a chance to form a coalition government, 
likely with nationalist groups who oppose conducting 
peace talks over fighting in the east. 

Interfax quoted Poroshenko as saying in Odesa 
on October 23: “I’m sure that Ukraine will be 
sovereign and independent and nothing will threaten 
its territorial integrity. It won’t be a frozen conflict 
because Donbas” — a reference to the Donetsk and 
Luhansk areas where pro-Russian separatists maintain 
control of swaths of land — “won’t survive without 
Ukraine.” 


Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (right) talks with his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin (left), as 
French President Francois Hollande (centre) looks on during talks in Milan on October 17. 


Ukraine, Russia talks end, 
with ‘certain progress’ 


(RFE/RL)— The Ukrainian and Russian presidents 
have ended a bilateral meeting in Milan, with some- 
what contradictory versions of the talks’ outcome. 

The 45-minute talks were held behind closed doors 
on the sidelines of a Europe-Asia summit on October 
17, after Petro Poroshenko and Vladimir Putin met 
twice in the space of 10 hours in the company of vari- 
ous European Union leaders. 

After his first face-to-face meeting with Putin since 
late August, Poroshenko said no practical results on 
resolving a dispute over gas supplies from Russia had 
been achieved. 

“We do have certain progress, but some details are 
yet to be discussed,” Poroshenko said. 

Russia raised the price it charges Kyiv for nat- 
ural gas after Ukraine’s pro-Russia President Viktor 
Yanukovych was ousted in February, then halted gas 
supplies to Ukraine in June when Kyiv failed to pay 
the higher price. 

Poroshenko expressed hope that the sides will find a 
solution to the dispute before October 21, when a new 
round of talks with the EU is planned. 

Meanwhile, Putin said the sides agreed on the terms 
of gas supplies “at least for the winter period.” 

Putin said Russia is ready to reduce Ukraine’s gas 
debt by $1 billion to $4.5 billion by retroactively of- 

fering a lower gas price. 


He also expressed hope that Ukraine’s Western part- 
ners would help the country overcome its cash deficit. 

On October 16 in Belgrade, Putin warned that Eur- 
ope faces “major transit risks” to gas supplies from 
Russia this winter if Ukraine siphons gas from transit 
pipelines. 

Russia is the EU’s biggest external gas supplier, 
providing about one-third of the gas consumed there, 
and previous price disputes between Moscow and 
Kyiv have led to supply cuts that have chilled Euro- 
peans in wintertime. 

The Russian president also said the agreements 
reached in the Belarusian capital, Minsk, last month 
on settling the conflict between government forces 
and pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine are not 
being implemented fully by either side in the conflict. 

He said that Moscow was ready to further mediate 
the peace process but insisted that it was no party to 
the conflict. 

Putin also said Moscow agreed a deal with France, 
Germany, and Italy to use reconnaissance drones to 
monitor fighting in Ukraine. 

A first round of talks in Milan was attended by Pu- 
tin, Poroshenko, Merkel, and Hollande, as well as 
British Prime Minister David Cameron, Italian Prime 
Minister Matteo Renzi, and outgoing EU leaders Her- 
man Van Rompuy and Jose Manuel Barroso. 


Ukraine with Poland 


(UkrNews)— Polish parliament- 
ary speaker Radoslaw Sikorski 
says that in 2008 Russian President 
Vladimir Putin proposed to Po- 
land’s then-prime minister that 
they divide Ukraine between them- 
selves. 

Sikorski, who until September 
served as foreign minister, told the 
U.S. “Politico” website that Putin 
made the proposal during Prime 
Minister Donald Tusk’s visit to 
Moscow in 2008. 

Sikorski was quoted as saying 
in the interview, dated October 
19, “Putin wants Poland to com- 
mit troops to Ukraine. These were 
the signals they sent us. We have 
known how they think for years. We 
have known this is what they think 
for years. This was one of the first 
things that Putin said to my prime 
minister, Donald Tusk, [soon to be 
President of the European Council] 
when he visited Moscow. He went 
on to say Ukraine is an artificial 
country and that Lwow [Lviv] is a 
Polish city and why don’t we just 
sort it out together. Luckily Tusk 


Ravosae Sikorski 


man of the State Duma and LDPR 
leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky pro- 
posed that Poland seek a referen- 
dum on the accession of Ukraine’s 
five western regions - Volyn, Lviv, 
Ivano-Frankivsk, Ternopil and 
Rivne regions -- to Poland. 
Sikorski also said that Poland 
had made it clear to Putin that it 
would not participate in that. “We 


(ee 


didn’t answer. He knew he was be- 
ing recorded,” stated Sikorski. 
In March 2014, Deputy Chair- 


made it very, very clear to them -- 
we wanted nothing to do with this,” 
he said. 


Putin says Western sanctions 
threaten nuclear ‘stability’ 


(EU Observer)— Russian leader Vladimir Putin has said the Ukraine 
crisis threatens nuclear “strategic stability” and global “economic health”. 

“We hope our partners will realise the futility of attempts to blackmail 
Russia and remember what consequences discord between major nuclear 
powers could bring for strategic stability”, he said, referring to EU and 
US sanctions, in Serb daily Politika on October 16. 

“If the main goal is to isolate our country, it’s an absurd and illusory 
goal ... but the economic health of Europe and the world can be seriously 
undermined”. 

Politika published the interview ahead of Putin’s visit to Belgrade later 
the same day. 
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Time to arm Ukraine 


A former Canadian ambassador to Ukraine has suggested that Canada 
should consider supplying Ukraine with lethal weapons 

Speaking during a dinner held for participants of the conference, 
“Negotiating Borders: Comparing the Experience of Canada, Europe, and 
Ukraine”, Oct. 16 at the Chateau Louis Hotel, Derek Fraser, who served as 
Ambassador from 1998 to 2001, suggested that, as an alternative, Canada 
might take the lead in promoting a fund to enable Ukzaine to purchase the 
weapons it needs. He presented some novel ideas about how Western aid 
to Ukraine could be financed, including a Crimea Occupation Levy on 
certain Russian goods, as well as a Donbas tax. 

These proposals have considerable merit and should be considered 
seriously by the Government of Canada. 

Western allies, including Canada, have responded with force to the 
threat of the Islamic State (ISIS) with military advisors, bombing attacks 
and supplies of weapons to fight the terrorists. No one is discounting 
the utter brutality of the Islamic terrorist, their crimes against humanity 
and the threat they pose to security in the world. Most ominously we 
have seen the unprecedented expansion of terrorism onto Canadian 
soil including the killing of the soldier in St. Jean de Richelieu and the 
shootings in Ottawa. Without question the threat posed by ISIS demand 
a forceful and resolute response. 

But in facing down the ISIS threat, let us not discount the threat to 
world peace posed by Russian Dictator Vladimir Putin. Under his rule 
Russia become what can only be described as a terrorist state. Putin has 
annexed Crimea started a proxy war in the Donbas, where his terrorist 
have completely destroyed the infrastructure killed thousands of people, 
tortured countless others and even shot down a civilian passenger plane 
with 298 victims — most of them Dutch. His submarines have ventured 
into Swedish waters, he has threatened the Baltic States has made veiled 
threats about nuclear war and continues to thumb his nose at the West. 
Former Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski has revealed that in 
2008 Putin proposed to Poland’s then-prime minister, Donald Tusk, that 
they divide Ukraine between themselves. This bizarre proposal was flatly 
rejected by the Poles. 

But the Western response to Putin’s aggression has been most tepid. 
The sanctions that have been imposed have done little to dissuade Putin 
from continuing on his reckless path of destruction. Western nations 
are more concerned with their own business interests than in actually 
standing up for what is right. For them domestic jobs mean much 
more than Ukrainian lives. Even Canada with its belligerent rhetoric is 
reluctant to impose the sanctions that would have the most impact. That’s 
why such close friends of Putin that are on the American list, such as 
Igor Sechin of Rosneft., Sergey Chemezoy of Rostec, Viktor Yakunin 
of Russian Railways — all of whom have significant business interest in 
Canada — are kept off Canada’s sanctions list. 

The West’s reaction to Russian aggression has been very reminiscent of 
the appeasement policy towards Nazi Germany in the 1930’s. And we all 
what that led to. This tepid response to Putin’s naked aggression amounts 
to nothing short of appeasement. It’s time to take resolute action. It’s 
time to impose sanctions that will really hurt Putin regardless of what the 
economic repercussions may be. It’s time to put human lives and moral 
principles above business interests. And, if Western nations are reluctant 
to send in actual forces to help Ukraine in its battle to stop Putin, then it’s 
time to send in advisers. And, is Ukraine is going to have to deal with this 
on its own, then, it’s time to arm Ukraine 
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Ukraine needs overt military help 


History will not forgive, if Western leaders fail to stand up to terror 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, The Hill Times, Oct. 
6, 2014 

Canada’s support for Ukraine’s fight against Rus- 
sia’s invasion “is not to us just a matter of internation- 
al law or political principle. This is a matter of kin- 
ship, this is a matter of family, this is personal and 
we will stand by you,” said Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper during a recent visit to Ottawa by Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko. 

The president was profoundly thankful for our 
steadfast friendship but stressed that Ukraine needs 
“more than blankets” to win against Russia. 

Canada promised non-lethal military aid — intelli- 
gence, training — as well as a $200-million-plus loan. 

Good, but not enough. A Ukrainian victory — a 
democratic future, re-invigorated economy, beaten 
down corruption — requires an international strategy 
involving multi-stakeholder participation. The EU 
Association Agreement, ratified recently, is the way 
forward. So is a Canada-Ukraine free trade agreement 
the two leaders discussed. Russia’s President Vladimir 
Putin wants none of this and is determined to kill pro- 
cesses aligning Ukraine with the West, be it through 
war, false cease-fires, or frozen conflict. 

We must not let him. He is a terrorist and a crimin- 
al. His barbarianism—failure to respect international 
law, annexing sovereign states, exiling, abducting, 
torturing and killing citizens, destroying cities, dawn- 
ing civilian passenger planes — is identical to the ISIS 
operating style in the Middle East. Yet few make the 
link: Omar al-Shishani, born and trained in occupied 
Chechnya, is reported to be ISIL’s chief commander. 
Both wars of terror call for commensurate punish- 
ment. It has yet to arrive in Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, Putin makes demands: no NATO for 
Ukzaine, no association agreement, and no sanctions 
for Russia as if it were the victim rather than the 
perpetrator. Small wonder that Lithuanian’s President 
Dalia Grybauskaite asks why, in the light of his atroci- 
ties, is the West concerned with Putin’s sensitivities 
rather than Ukraine’s? 

As its aggression increases, so must the punishment 
and isolation. Some diplomatic steps have been taken. 
The G-8 is no more; Poland is calling for a limit on 
Russia’s UN Security Council veto; and the inter- 
national space program has been halted. 

Going forward, Australia’s grief for its citizens 
downed ih the Malaysia flight calls for a ban-Putin-stand 
at the November G-20 meeting. Disinvite him from the 
Europe-Asia (ASEM) meeting of some 50 nations in 
Italy next month. In sports, the Ottawa Senators’ Eugene 
Melnyk has mounted a boycott of Moscow’s 2018 World 
Cup. More is needed to crush the rogue. 


Canada could lead in developing a full list of polit- 
ical, economic, sport, academia — all international for 
an undertaking — excluding Russia until it chooses to 
conform to international law and the world order. 

It is still scoffing, but economic sanctions are 
hurting. The pain will increase as sectoral sanctions 
— energy, banks — kick in. However, a united com- 
mitment from all signees is needed. Canada can use 
its close relations with holdout countries like France, 
Italy, and Japan to ensure a fail-safe front. Germany’s 
fall cruise into Crimea is a cheap and cheeky endorse- 
ment of Russia’s aggression and needs shaming. 

Canada must keep faith too. NDP Foreign Affairs 
Critic Paul Dewar as well as MPs Peggy Nash and 
Héléne Laverdiére have asked why two banks and 
several oligarchs were taken surreptitiously off the 
sanctions list? Opposition oversight is welcome, as are 
answers. 

Last winter’s Maidan revolution on the streets of 
Kyiv began as a stand against state corruption. Its 
elimination continues to be a most pressing need, es- 
pecially in the defence sector where Russia still has 
too much control and command. It is heart wrench- 
ing to hear about dying or wounded freedom fighters 
because state-provided arms are issued by corrupt su- 
periors for cash only. Or, that battle re-enforcements 
fail to materialize because of seditious leadership. 

Hence, Poroshenko’s request for military assistance. 

Canada has much experience in providing civilian 
oversight in defence. It is inexpensive and could be 
part of the military assistance package. 

More. Our entire federal public service has a reputa- 
tion of being one of the finest. In the mid-1990s, the 
then Public Service School of Management held a pro- 
gram for Ukraine’s ministers and deputy ministers on 
how Canada governs. The intent was to create ongoing 
relationships between counterparts. Perhaps a revival 
is timely. 

Clearly, there is no shortage of what needs and can 
be done. However, all will be for not if the West fails 
to halt Russia in crippling it into submission from 
where it can expand its primitive rule. Harper made | 
this clear: “We cannot let Mr. Putin’s dark and danger- 
ous actions stand, for they have global security impli- 
cations.” Ukraine therefore needs overt military help. 

This is the United States and NATO’s prerogative бий 
Canada, Ukraine’s friend, nay family, must intervene. 

History will not forgive, if Western leaders fail to 
stand up to terror. Our values, rather than those of a 

bully must prevail. 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, former president of U*Can 
Ukraine Canada Relations Inc., a consulting firm spe- 
cializing in brokering international 


The myth of Russian humiliation 


By Anne Applebaum, 
Washington Post, October 17, 2014 

Looking back over the past quarter-century, it isn’t 
easy to name a Western policy that can truly be de- 
scribed as a success. The impact of Western develop- 
ment aid is debatable. Western interventions in the 
Middle East have been disastrous. 

But one Western policy stands out as a phenomenal 
success, particularly when measured against the low 
expectations with which it began: the integration of 
Central Europe and the Baltic States into the European 
Union and NATO. Thanks to this double project, more 
than 90 million people have enjoyed relative safety 
and relative prosperity for more than two decades in 
a region whose historic instability helped launch two 
world wars. 

These two “expansions,” which were parallel but 
not identical (some countries are members of one or- 
ganization but not the other), were transformative be- 
cause they were not direct leaps, as the word “expan- 
sion” implies, but slow negotiations. Before joining 
NATO, each country had to establish civilian control 
of its army. Before joining the European Union, each 
adopted laws on trade, judiciary, human rights. As a 
result, they became democracies. This was “democ- 
racy promotion” working as it never has before or 
since. 

But times change, and the miraculous transforma- 
tion of a historically unstable region became a hum- 
drum reality. Instead of celebrating this achievement 
on the 25th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
it is now fashionable to opine that this expansion, and 
of NATO in particular, was mistaken. This project is 
incorrectly “remembered” as the result of American 
“triumphalism” that somehow humiliated Russia by 
bringing Western institutions into its rickety neighbor- 


hood. This thesis is usually based on revisionist his- 
tory promoted by the current Russian regime — and it 
is wrong. 

For the record: No treaties prohibiting NATO ex- 
pansion were ever signed with Russia. No promises 
were broken. Nor did the impetus for NATO expan- 
sion come from a “triumphalist” Washington. On the 
contrary, Poland’s first efforts to apply in 1992 were 
rebuffed. I well remember the angry reaction of the 
U.S. ambassador to Warsaw at the time. But Poland 
and others persisted, precisely because they were al- 
ready seeing signs of the Russian revanchism to come. 

When the slow, cautious expansion eventually took 
place, constant efforts were made to reassure Rus- 
sia. No NATO bases were placed in the new member 
states, and until 2013 no exercises were conducted 
there. A Russia-NATO agreement in 1997 promised 
no movement of nuclear installations. A NATO-Russia 
Council was set up in 2002. In response to Russian 
objections, Ukraine and Georgia were, in fact, denied 
NATO membership plans in 2008. 

Meanwhile, not only was Russia not “humiliated” 
during this era, it was given de facto “great power” 
status, along with the Soviet seat on the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council and Soviet embassies. Russia also re- 
ceived Soviet nuclear weapons, some transferred from 
Ukraine in 1994 in exchange for Russian recognition 
of Ukraine’s borders. Presidents Clinton and Bush 
both treated their Russian counterparts as fellow “great 
power” leaders and invited them to join the Group of 
Eight — although Russia, neither a large economy nor 
a democracy, did not qualify. 

During this period, Russia, unlike Central Europe, 
never sought to transform itself along European lines. 
Instead, former KGB officers with a clearly expressed 
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Ukraine’s new parliament 
will be more pro-European 
but will it be more reformist? 


By Taras Kuzio 

Ukzaine’s pre-term parliamentary elec- 
tion on October 26 will elect a new parlia- 
ment that will be undoubtedly pro-European 
but the jury is still out if it will lead to long 
overdue reforms and a strong fight against 
corruption. Three factors will influence the 
election results. 

First, disintegration of the Party of Re- 
gions, some of whose members are seek- 
ing re-election in the Opposition Bloc and 
Strong Ukraine, led by former government 
ministers Yuriy Boyko and Serhiy Tihipko, 
respectively. The Party of Regions won 
Ukraine’s last three elections but today has 
only 2 per cent popularity. 

Second, removal of the Crimea and a third 
of the Donbas controlled by separatists from 
this year’s elections has changed Ukraine’s 
election map. In Donetsk only 10 out of 21 
and in Luhansk 7 out of 11 election districts 
will be operational in areas which Kyiv con- 
trols. 

Third, public sentiment has understand- 
ably turned anti-Russian with a strong rise in 
support of EU and NATO membership. 

Ukraine’s new parliament will be over- 
whelmingly pro-European. But the Euro- 
peanization of Ukraine’s parliament will not 
necessarily lead to the radical reforms and 
a strong commitment to fighting corruption 
that Ukrainians and the west seek. 

The five or six political forces that will enter 
parliament are ‘virtual’ forces without the pol- 
itical power to push through reform. President 
Petro Poroshenko’s bloc includes his own 
Solidarity party and Kyiv mayor and boxing 
champion Vitaliy Klitschko’s UDAR (Ukrain- 
ian Democratic Alliance for Reforms) who 
will get around 40 per cent of the seats up for 
election. They will form a coalition with Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatseniuk’s Popular Front, 
created quickly in time for the elections after 
he split from Yulia Timoshenko, leader of the 
Fatherland party. 

Both parties in the Poroshenko bloc lack 
the regional backing and political structure 
to push through reform. They include the 
largest number of members of the former 
regime, making many wonder if they can 
deliver the changes demanded by Ukrainian 
society. Yatseniuk’s government has blamed 
the war with Russia for not introducing rad- 
ical reforms this year but such excuses are 
wearing thin on Ukrainians and on western 
governments. 

The inability of the courts and the pros- 
ecutor’s office to indict senior politicians 
for abuse of office, and the frequency with 


which they have been able to bribe judges 
or flee abroad, is encouraging the public to 
take direct action. As one Ukrainian blog- 
ger wrote, “You either jail them, or people 
will start beating them’ while the nationalist 
Right Sector has warned, ‘we are going to 
fight these bastards’. 

Uksainians are increasingly impatient at 
the slow pace of change and the enduring 
impunity of the country’s elites. Politicians 
and election candidates have been thrown 
into wheeled trash bins and had paint thrown 
over them. Assaults on politicians are taking 
place in Куїу and throughout the country. 

Poroshenko himself has been inconsistent. 
He appointed a former police officer not pro- 
fessionally qualified to be Prosecutor-Gener- 
al, while bowing to parliamentary pressure to 
sign into law a bill designed to exclude from 
office former officials of the administration 
of ousted president Viktor Yanukovych, for- 
mer KGB officers and current Russian spies. 
Such lustration has only been undertaken in 
five (Poland, Czech Republic and the three 
Baltic states) of the 27 former Soviet states. 

Opaque funding for parties and candidates 
continues to come from the shadow econ- 
omy, which accounts for half of Ukraine’s 
GDP, and from accounts held offshore in 
the EU and tax havens. Ukraine’s gas lob- 
by, whose leader Dmytro Firtash is on bail 
in Vienna awaiting extradition to the US on 
charges of corruption, has influence in the 
Poroshenko bloc and is providing financing 
to the Radical Party and Civic Initiative, in 
second and fourth place respectively in the 
polls. 

Of the political forces that will enter par- 
liament, very few include new faces. Indeed, 
of the nearly 7,000 candidates, 130 voted 
on January 16 in support of legislation that 


transformed Ukraine into a dictatorship and 
turned the Euromaidan protests violent. 


Poroshenko must show Ukrainians and the 
west that he would no longer support “busi- 
ness as usual’ for oligarchs. 

Ukraine has only a year or two to meet 

the deeply held demands for change from 
Ukrainian society and the west. Failing to 
implement these changes could lead to fur- 
ther popular protests, this time more violent 
in a country flush with weapons, and Ukraine 
fatigue in the west. Russia’s President Vladi- 
mir Putin is hoping for precisely such an out- 
come. 
Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the 
Centre for Political and Regional Studies, 
Canadian Institute for Ukrainian Studies, 
University of Alberta. 


The myth of Russian humiliation 
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allegiance to the Soviet system took over the 
state in league with organized crime, seek- 
ing to prevent the formation of democratic 
institutions at home and to undermine them 
abroad. For the past decade, this kleptocratic 
clique has also sought to re-create an empire, 
using everything from cyber attacks on Es- 
tonia to military invasions of Georgia and 
now Ukraine, in open violation of that 1994 
agreement — exactly as the Central Euro- 
peans feared. 

Once we remember what actually hap- 
pened over the past two decades, as opposed 
to accepting the Russian regime’s version, 
our own mistakes look different. In 1991, 
Russia was no longer a great power in either 
population or economic terms. So why didn’t 
we recognize reality, reform the United Na- 
tions and give a Security Council seat to 
India, Japan or others? Russia did not trans- 
form itself along European lines. Why did 
we keep pretending that it had? Eventually, 
our use of the word “democracy” to describe 
the Russian political system discredited the 
word in Russia itself. 

The crisis in Ukraine, and the prospect of 


a further crisis in NATO itself, is not the re- 
sult of our triumphalism but of our failure 
to react to Russia’s aggressive rhetoric and 
its military spending. Why didn’t we move 
NATO bases eastward a decade ago? Our 
failure to do so has now led to a terrifying 
plunge of confidence in Central Europe. 
Countries once eager to contribute to the 
alliance are now afraid. A string of Russian 
provocations unnerve the Baltic region: the 
buzzing of Swedish airspace, the kidnapping 
of an Estonian security officer. 

Our mistake was not to humiliate Rus- 
sia but to underrate Russia’s revanchist, 
revisionist, disruptive potential. If the only 
real Western achievement of the past quar- 
ter-century is now under threat, that’s be- 
cause we have failed to ensure that NATO 
continues to do in Europe what it was always 
meant to do: deter. Deterrence is not an ag- 
gressive policy; it is a defensive policy. But 
in order to work, deterrence has to be real. It 
requires investment, consolidation and sup- 
port from all of the West, and especially the 
United States. I’m happy to blame American 
triumphalism for many things, but in Europe 
I wish there had been more of it. 


Russia defiant despite 
Swedish sub report, 
German MH17 conclusion 


(RFE/RL)— Russia appears to have suf- 
fered setbacks over Ukraine and over Mos- 
cow’s muscle-flexing in the Baltic Sea, with 
German intelligence reportedly convinced 
pro-Russian rebels in eastern Ukraine 
downed a Malaysian airliner in July and 
Sweden scouring its coastal waters for what 
could be a crippled Russian submarine. 

Russia said on October 19 that none of its 
submarines was involved in what Sweden is 
calling “foreign underwater activity” in wat- 
ers near Stockholm. 

The Russian Defense Ministry said in a 
statement that “there have been no irregular 
situations and, even less so, accidents in- 
volving Russian naval vessels.” 

But the respected Swedish daily “Svenska 
Dagbladet” has reported that a damaged Rus- 
sian submarine is at the center of a search by 
Swedish boats, troops, and helicopters for an 
unidentified submarine that began on Octo- 
ber 17. 

The newspaper says the Swedish military 
had intercepted a distress signal in Russian 
that was sent to a naval base at the Baltic sea- 
port in Kaliningrad. 

The Swedish military has refused to com- 
ment on the newspaper’s reports. 

The search operation comes amid increas- 
ing tension with Russia among the Scandi- 
navian and Baltic states over the crisis in 
Ukraine, where Western states have accused 
Russia of supplying troops and material to 
pro-Russian separatists and otherwise fo- 
menting violence. 

Also on October 19, “Spiegel Online” 
reported that Germany’s foreign intelli- 
gence service, the Bundesnachrichtendienst 
(BND), has concluded unambiguously that 
“it was pro-Russian separatists” who shot 
down Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 over 
Ukraine on July 19, killing all 298 people 
aboard. 

The separatists were firing a BUK air-de- 
fense missile system that they had seized from 
a Ukrainian military base, the BND said. 


“Spiegel” also quoted BND President Ger- 
hard Schindler as having told a parliament- 
ary control committee that “Russian claims 
that the missile had been fired by Ukrainian 
soldiers and that a Ukrainian fighter jet had 
been flying close to the passenger jet were 
false,” in the paper’s words. 

It also said there were telltale signs that 
Ukrainian photos had been manipulated, 
without providing details. 

“Spiegel” quoted German prosecutors as 
saying that a case has been opened into the 
shooting-down, in which four German na- 
tionals died, as a possible war crime. 

Andrei Purgin, the self-styled deputy 
prime minister of the separatist “Donetsk 
People’s Republic” immediately rejected the 
claim, saying such missiles could “only be 
fired by well-trained experts.” 

The chairman of the Russian Duma’s 
International Affairs Committee, Aleksei 
Pushkoy, said via Twitter that the German re- 
port shows “Russia had nothing to do” with 
the tragedy and did not rule out that the mis- 
sile “could have been launched by Ukrainian 
armed forces.” 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
said Moscow will not do the West’s bidding 
in order to have sanctions removed. 

Speaking on October 19 on Russia’s МТМ 
channel, Lavrov said, “We are told, ‘If you 
help settle the crisis in Ukraine, we will can- 
cel the sanctions. Let us name a criteria for 
you — take one step, see to it that the mil- 
itia would allow monitors to the border with. 
Russia,’ and so on.’” 

He said: “Our answer is very simple — 
we will not fulfill or agree to any criteria or 
conditions.” 

Lavroy also accused Western powers of 
using the Ukraine crisis as a pretext to press 
Russia “to alter its approach to key, crucial 
issues for us and force us to accept the ap- 
proach of the West.” 

But he called that “bygone century, by- 
gone epoch, colonial thinking of the past.” 


Tymoshenko 


’s party ousts 


1,500 members in lustration 


(RFE/RL)— Ukraine’s Batkivshchyna 
party has kicked out hundreds of members 
from its ranks as part of the country’s lustra- 
tion campaign. 

The party’s leader, Yulia Tymoshenko, 
told the ICTV television channel on October 
12 that 1,518 members of her party had been 
expelled after their “dishonest” activities 
were revealed during implementation of the 
lustration law. 

According to Tymoshenko, checks re- 
vealed that some individuals representing 
her party in Ukraine’s parliament and region- 
al power structures “dishonestly” voted for 
“illegal” land distribution and state budget 
allocations during the last 2 1/2 years. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
signed the lustration bill into law on October 
9). 

Under the law, up to 1 million public ser- 
vants, including cabinet ministers, will be 


aS 


Yulia Tymoshenko 


screened for loyalty to root out the corrupt 
practices associated with the administration 
of former President Viktor Yanukovych. 


Progress reported in Brussels gas talks 


(RFE/RL)— European Energy Commis- 
sioner Guenther Oettinger has announced that 
substantial progress was reached in talks be- 
tween representatives of Ukraine and Russia 
on gas supplies in Brussels on October 21. 

Oettinger said as part of tentative deals, 
Ukraine planned to purchase some 4 billion 
cubic meters of gas from Russia before the 
end of this year. 

Oettinger also said Ukraine would pay $1.4 
billion of its debt to Russia for gas supplies 
already received before the end of October and 


another $1.6 billion by the end of this year. 

The head of Russia’s delegation to the 
talks, Energy Minister Aleksandr Novak, 
said the price of gas for Ukraine would be 
$385 per 1,000 cubic meters, $100 less than 
Russia was demanding just weeks ago. 

Novak said that price would be in force 
from October 2014 until late March 2015. 

Novak added the EU should take respon- 
sibility for guaranteeing Ukraine pay its 
$5.3-billion debt for gas to Russia before the 
end of 2014. 


By Mykhailo Doschak 

October 10, I had the pleasure of attend- 
ing the 25" Anniversary performance of the 
Ukrainian dance ensemble Volya! As several 
of their proud alumni dancers informed me 
over the course of that evening, Volya started 
as a group of dancers who wanted to “work 
out” with the much respected (and loved), 
charismatic dancer and choreographer Rick 
Wacko back in 1989. And 25 years later, the 
same company continues to put out a pow- 
erful statement as one of the ‘big players’ 
on the Ukrainian dance scene in Edmonton, 
showing 16 couples on stage at the Edmon- 
ton Jubilee Auditorium performing their new 
‘Hopak’ to a near sold-out auditorium! 

To many, Volya as a dance company rep- 
resents decades of excellence in Ukrainian 
dance instruction and performance, with that 
cut-above-the-average level of dance train- 
ing, step execution, and notably big-stage 
soloists, which for me, was a performance 
not to be missed. The origins of Volya read 
like the pages of Ukrainian-Canadian folk- 
lore, with key founding members, together 
in a pancake house, sculpting the future 
group on the ‘sacred napkin’ — something 
only dancers can understand. It is important 
to recognize the contributions of many fur- 
ther instructors and artistic directors, who 
left their mark of instruction with the Volya 
dancers, building the name and legend to 
the respected company it is today, under the 
direction of the current Artistic Director of 
Volya, Zhenia Bahri. 

So in an effort to pay tribute to that myriad 
of influence, it’s not surprising the evening’s 
show began in such an unorthodox manner 
—with a picture slide show on a big screen, 
highlighting the past 25 years in a series of 
date-stamped photographs of performances 
and brief video clip interviews from indi- 
viduals involved with Volya over the last two 
and a half decades. 

And then life burst onto the stage, in the 
‘form of dance. But reaching back to before 
the origins of Volya, to before Ukrainian 
dance in Canada, or even current day Ukraine 
—back to the Ritual genre of dance staged in 
the pre-Christian era of Kyivan-Rus, the ori- 


gins of the very Christian Ukraine we know 
and love today. It was a fresh start to the con- 
cert, and gave that feeling of reaching back 
into one’s past, to acknowledge their origins 
and the contributions of all their valued and 
hard-working alumni these past 25 years. 

Next, we heard from the supporting act, 
the Dnipro Academic Ukrainian Folk En- 
semble from Kyiv. They did not disappoint, 
it was immediately evident they were an 
accomplished group of musicians, oozing 
experience, charm and wit through their 
intonations that reached out and connected 
with their audience, bridging that large dark 
abyss of the auditorium. Established in 1995, 
the 12 member ensemble were joined in the 
second half of the concert by vocal soloist 
Olena Kulyk, an honoured and merited art- 
ist of Ukraine, along with the violinist Liu- 
bomyr Mateyko, who also served as the en- 
semble’s Artistic Director. A special mention 
for the sopilka soloist and virtuoso Maksym 
Berezhnyuk, who was charming, skilled, en- 
tertaining and just insanely talented! 

As the Volya dancers returned to stage, it 
was evident the show was to be a repertoire 
based performance, and 2 dance numbers 
quickly unfolded. The first Verbychen’ka 
was beautifully staged and spaced on the 
large Jubilee stage, and cleanly performed 
by the mix of veteran and young female 
dancers of Volya. Graceful swaying move- 
ments of the willow branches, controlled 
‘shenee’ turns throughout intricate circular 
movements filling the entire stage, it was a 
pleasure to witness. Then an energetic Za- 
porozhian Cossack (i.e., kozak) number by 
no less than 16 male dancers — which for 
any dance company Ukrainian or not, is a 
statement of force! The short “knife-like” 
blades were a departure from the traditional 
full-length curved sabre (i.e., shablya) usu- 
ally attributed to the Zaporozhtsi, and were 
a foreshadow of the upcoming second half, 
where the national dress and costuming con- 
tinued to diverge somewhat from Ukrainian 
national dress generally understood and ac- 
cepted in the west, perhaps with elements of 
soviet influence upon Ukrainian folklore. 

The first act finished strongly with a the- 
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Irrepressible Volya dazzles on the big stage 


PHOTOS - MARCO LEVYTSKY 
“Shchedriy Vechir: A Christmas Composition” 


matic сін dance suite that was well 
executed by the dancers in both movement 
and expression. Story line numbers can often 
be difficult to stage with a young ensemble, 
but again the experience of Volya as a 25 year 
old company shone through. A special men- 
tion for the young lady who played the mis- 
chievous devil, and who delivered her role in 
a fun-filled performance to a mix of roaring 
laughter— and at times total bewilderment 
from the mixed audience. In particular, how 
she managed to prance with high knees after 
the fleeing kozaky and cleanly jump to at- 
tach herself like a tick to the back of the last 
male was simply comical and hysterical. 
Three key impressions remain with me 
of the second half. Firstly, the vocal solo- 
ist Olena Kulyk, who’s voice and beautiful 
“bilyj holos’ (i.e., white voice) rendition of 
the Ukrainian folk song “Petrivochka” actu- 
ally brought me to choke back tears — con- 
necting me with the beauty of our Ukrainian 
women, and thoughts of those generations 
who are no longer with us and who used 
to sing like that. Secondly, the influence of 
19" century eastern Ukrainian Cossack cos- 
tuming became increasingly more evident, 
with some murmuring and pointing from the 
audience. The un-tucked male shirt, tied at 
the waist, and the gold satin materials used 
with the Kuban Cossack number, followed 
by the whip-cracking routines of the Black 
Sea Cossack dance in some ways pushed the 
boundaries of comfort between Ukrainian 
‘national’ versus ‘soviet’ choreography with- 
out some form of further historical context in 
the written program, especially upon impres- 
sionable young minds in the audience who 


Above: Volya’s “Welcome Dance”. 


Below: Dnipro Academic Ukrainian Folk Ensemble. 


may take some of those valid ethnographic 
elements out of context and ‘run with them’ 
on stages across Alberta, and often beyond. 
A clear distinction between Ukrainian and 
Russian ethnography is very important for 
our community, particularly in light of cur- 
rent events in eastern Ukraine, and it is criti- 
cal that Volya lead that growth in our dance 
community over the coming years, in order 
to make that definition clear on their web- 
site photos, at their public performances, and 
perhaps with continued advances in costum- 
ing. 

In conclusion, the final impression of the 
evening was Volya’s Hopak — with origins in 
former Yunist choreography, yet with inter- 
esting and dynamic new additions, and that 
cut-above average performance that we have 
all come to expect from this outstanding Ca- 
nadian Ukrainian dance ensemble. Signature 
‘big-ticket’ leaps and spins, from both male 
and female dancers, some new mind-bend- 
ing, supernatural variations on tours, ‘koza’, 
and ‘roznizhky-v-oberti’, anchored with per- 
haps the most solid double-tours ve wit- 
nessed in years. 

Congratulations are in order to current 
Volya Artistic Director Zhenia Bahri for pre- 
paring his mix of veteran and young danc- 


ers technically to such proficiency, апа in his 
staging of a near flawless performance fe: 


the evening. As one alumnus Volya dancer 
mentioned to me in the foyer after the show, 
“T was proud to be a former dancer of the 
group, and thrilled to see it going strong 25 
years later”. Bravo Volya and our best wish- 
es to you for many more years of glory and 
freedom for Ukrainian dance! 
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Peter Shostak at the exhibit. 


Shostak exhibit could 


be last one- 


By Marco Levytsky 

Ukrainian Canadian artist Peter 
Shostak held what may be his last 
one-man show at the West End Gal- 
lery in Edmonton, October 18 — 23. 

“Tt takes a lot of work. You kind 
of have to save paintings if you’re 
going to have a one man show you 
can’t send paintings to the other 
galleries,” he told Ukrainian News. 

He added that he is not painting 
as often as he did in previous years. 
This particular show took him two 
years to complete. 

Although the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Archives and Museum of 
Alberta is planning an exhibit of 
its paintings when it opens its new 
building, that does not count as a 
one-man show since it will not fea- 
ture new works, but rather selec- 


tions from the “For Our Children” 
series, which was completed in 


1991 to commemorate the cen- 
tennial of Ukrainian settlement in 
Canada. 

Nevertheless, he enjoys doing 
one-man shows because “it gives 
me a chance to meet people who 
have been following my career and 
they’re appreciative of the work 
I’m doing, where as an artist you’re 
kind of working by yourself in a 
studio and you don’t really get that 
feedback that comes from potential 
clients.” 

Shostak’s art reflects his love of 
the Alberta prairies, drawing upon 
his childhood memories and the 
hardships and triumphs that were 
common to this country’s Ukrain- 
jan pioneers. They are mostly 
paintings of activities and games 
that took place in rural northeast 
Alberta. The bulk of his work in 
this most recent exhibition was of 
that genre, but he also stuck in a 
couple of paintings depicting the 
West Coast, where he now lives. 

Shostak describes his style “as 
realistic but not overly concerned 
with extraneous detail. My painting 
is smooth on very smooth stretched 
canvas with very little build-up of 
paint. My works emphasize the hu- 
man presence within the vast Can- 
adian landscape.” 

He doesn’t use thick paint and 
also paints in layers finishing one 
coat before laying down another. 

Shostak has published several 
books including “For Our Chil- 
dren” which featured the 50 paint- 
ings commemorating the Centen- 
nial. Two publications, “When 
Nights Were Long” and “Saturday 
Came But Once A Week’, reveal 
some of his personal history 

His most recent one was “Hock- 
ey Under Winter Skies”, which was 


man show 


released in the fall of 2000. But he 
is not planning any more because 
marketing has become so difficult, 
since the large chains have closed 
down many of the independent 
book sellers and the cost of mailing 
them now is prohibitive. 

Shostak was born and raised on 
a farm in northeastern Alberta. His 
early interest in art inspired him to 
major in art at the University of Al- 
berta. 

In 1969, he obtained a graduate 
degree in Art Education and then 
took a teaching position at the Uni- 
versity of Victoria. He remained 
there as Associate Professor of Art 
Education until 1979, when he de- 
cided to leave teaching and pursue 
a career as an artist, devoting all of 
his time to painting and silkscreen 
printing. 

Since 1979 he has been recog- 
nized for numerous achievements, 
commissions and awards to his 
credit. In 1983 he was bestowed 
with the status of an Honourary Al- 
berta artist, in 1990 Peter was the 
recipient of the first annual award 
for “artistic excellence in field of 
visual arts” by the Alberta Coun- 
cil for the Ukrainian Arts, and in 
2003 he was awarded the Queen’s 
Golden Jubilee Medal in recogni- 
tion of his significant contribution 
to Canada. 
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“I’m Going Home Now”. Oil by Peter Shostak. 
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Лукашенко 
звинуватив Росію 
і сказав, що він 
українець 


Валерій Каліновський, Радіо Свобода 

Президент Білорусі Олександр Лукашенко 17 жовтня 
на прес-конференції для журналістів регіональних ЗМІ 
з Росії багато говорив про Україну. Зокрема, він закли- 
кав зупинити війну на Донбасі і звинувачував Росію у 
порушенні міжнародних угод під час анексії Криму та 
підтримці так званих «ДНР» 1 «ЛНР». Білоруський пре- 
зидент також зізнався, що він має українське коріння. 

Майже всю першу годину прес-конференції для 
російських журналістів, яка тривала 5 з половиною го- 

дин, Олександр Лукашенко присвятив подіям в Україні, 
а потім ще багато разів повертався до них. Він, се- 
ред іншого, говорив про посередницькі дії Білорусі 
у конфлікті на Донбасі, зокрема зауважив, що від по- 

(чатку був готовий навіть направити туди білоруський 
військовий контингент для розведення учасників 
конфлікту, але начебто на Заході від його пропозиції 
відмовилися. 

Російські журналісти, які сприймають Лукашенка 
як вірного союзника Росії, запитували в нього, чому 
Білорусь та Росія «не діють спільним фронтом» щодо 
ситуації в Україні, вони явно не сподівались почути 
відповіді з критикою дій Росії. 

«Давайте не будемо темнити один перед одним: якщо 
б не Росія, то дні «ДНР» 1 «ЛНР» були б давно злічені», 
- зазначив Олександр Лукашенко 

Білоруський президент назвав події на Донбасі 
«різаниною» і наголосив, що конфліктв Україні може бути 
вирішений тільки шляхом переговорів, бо переможців у 
цій війні не буде. Лукашенко відмовився відповідати на 
запитання, чи визнає він Крим російським, проте прочи- 
тав лекцію про Будапештський меморандум 1994 року, 
який він особисто підписував від імені Білорусі, і нага- 
дав його головну суть. 

«Тому неприпустимо, якщо якась держава порушує 
територіальну цілісність, яку було гарантовано, і забирає 
частину території в тієї чи іншої держави», - наголосив 
президент Білорусі. 

При цьому Лукашенко заявив, що не боїться 
територіальних зазіхань Росії на білоруські землі, 
навіть пожартував, що добре було б передати Білорусі 
Калінінградську область чи західні регіони Росії, і ці 
слова він адресував Путіну. 

«Я кажу: Владіміре Владіміровичу, ви не переживай- 
те, у нас немає напруження у цій царині. Це ви, кажу, 
маєте напружуватися, тому що частина псковських, CMO- 
ленських та брянських земель колись належала Білорусі. 
Тому доведеться поділитися», - зазначив Лукашенко. 

Він обіцяв прийняти всіх біженців із України, яких 
у Білорусі вже нараховується, за його даними, близь- 
ко 30 тисяч. При цьому Лукашенко зізнався про своє 
українське походження. 

«У нас важко розрізати людину і подивитися, росіянин 
це чи білорус. Ми цього й не робимо, тому що в Білорусі 
змішане все: російська кров, польська, українська, 
єврейська, навіть татар у нас 30 тисяч живе. Білорус - 
це така гримуча суміш, конгломерат. Чому ж і розумні 
люди — бо просякли усім цим. Але це я не про себе, я про 
білорусів. Я більше українець, напевно», - сказав пре- 

- зидент Білорусі. 

Коли в Олександра Лукашенка спитали, про що він, як 
президент, найбільше жалкує, відповідь була відверта. 

«Я шкодую дуже про те, що я вивів ядерну зброю з 
Білорусі. Ми це зробили абсолютно безоплатно. Так, я 
мав виконувати домовленості, ухвалені ще до мене. Але 
гадаю, що у тому безладі, який тоді був, ніхто на мене 
надто не натиснув би. Кучма ж сказав, що ми обслу- 
говувати її не зможемо. Сьогодні, з висоти прожитого, 
вважаю, що все ми б обслужили, все було б нормально, 
але нами ніхто б так не понукав, як тепер», - зауважив 
Лукашенко. 

Білоруські | політологи | помічають зміцнення 
незалежницької риторики з уст Лукашенка і пояснюють 
це реакцією на агресію Росії проти України. 

«Коли Лукашенко говорить про територіальні зміни, 
це, скоріше, захисна реакція на ту ідеологію, яка зараз 
панує в Росії. На зразок тієї, що сьогоднішні незалежні 
республіки - це результат радянської політики, штучні 
утворення, які історично ніколи не існували», — говорить 
політолог із Мінська Павел Усов. 

На думку спостерігачів, ця прес-конференція прези- 
дента Білорусі була однією з найбільш антиросійських 
за його 20 років при владі. Лукашенко - крім критики 
дій Росії в Криму та на Донбасі - скаржився, що Росія не 
хоче постачати в Білорусь зброю, а також, що у Москві 
роблять кроки, які призводять до фінансових збитків у 
Мінську. 
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Нова страшилка у ЗМІ Росії - 
люстрація в Україні 


(Радіо Свобода) -У Росії вважають люстрацію в 
Україні шляхом до краху економіки, а також заявля- 
ють, що закон про люстрацію буде використаний, щоб 
повністю відсторонити від керівництва людей, що сим- 
патизують Росії. 

«Люстрація в Україні призведе до краху економіки у 
2016 році» - із таким заголовком вийшов 16 жовтня сю- 
жет на російському каналі LifeNews. 

«В Україні набув чинності закон про люстрацію. 
Документ опублікований B офіційному виданні 
Верховної Ради. Він передбачає масові «чистки» у ла- 
вах держслужбовців, включаючи представників органів 
місцевого самоврядування, які працювали в період 
правління Віктора Януковича», - йдеться у сюжеті кана- 
лу LifeNews. 

Основними тезами цього сюжету є те, що люстрація 
в Україні призведе до краху економіки у 2016 році. 
«Все ляже на бік» - заявляють російські експер- 
ти і аргументують це тим, що звільнивши так зва- 
них «надпрофесіоналів» які, наприклад, займались 
управлінням сільським господарством, можна загубити 
всю галузь. 

Зв'язок процесу люстрації та стану економіки про- 
коментував для Радіо "Свобода директор агентства 
«Інтерфакс-Україна» Олександр Мартиненко. По-перше, 
він зауважив, що незрозумілою у матеріалі LifeNews є 
прив'язка до 2016 року, за його словами, ніяких часових 
рамок тут бути не може. За словами Мартиненка, процес 
люстрації буде дуже складним, він вважає, що пробле- 
ми у функціонуванні державного апарату дійсно виник- 
нуть, а саме: не вистачатиме професійних кадрів. 

Мартиненко назвав висновки російських ЗМІ щодо 


краху економіки явним перебільшенням. «До краху 
економіки процес люстрації не має ніякого стосунку, 
тому що на економіку впливає значно більше факторів, 
вагоміших, ніж кадровий склад міністерств і відомств, 
хоча він, безумовно, теж на це впливає», - заявив він. 

У матеріалі LifeNews також ідеться про те, що 
люстрація - буцімто ефективний закон для того, щоб 
Україна була вибудована як «антиросійська держма- 
шина». У самому ж законі про люстрацію нічого «про 
симпатії» до Росії не сказано. Під закон про люстрацію 
потрапляють особи, які займали вищі посади в судовій 
та виконавчій владі при президентові Віктору Янукови- 
чу, сепаратисти і керівники силових відомств часів Май- 
дану. Дія закону не поширюється на осіб, які обіймають 
виборні посади: президент, депутати, судді КСУ. 

Журналісти LifeNews пишуть, що люстрація в будь- 
якому вигляді в Україні - це заходи для створення не- 
дружнього з Росією режиму. Такий висновок вони по- 
яснюють тим, що українці, ймовірно, не голосувати- 
муть за партії «Опозиційний блок», Компартію i партію 
«Сильна Україна». У їхньому розумінні ці партії не 
є націоналістичними і такими, що не несуть за собою 
«антиросійських настроїв». 

Соціальний психолог Віктор Пушкар називає люстрацію 
ще одним приводом звинуватити Україну в русофобії. Він 
наголошує, що таких приводів багато: одним із них нещо- 
давно стало скасування святкування «23 лютого». «Такі 
фальшиві алярми призведуть до того, що там, де виника- 
тиме якась дійсна русофобія і порушення прав росіян, то 
алярм з цього приводу вже ніхто не почує», - заявив він. 
За словами соціального психолога, такі меседжі мають 
неабияку дію на російську аудиторію. 


На підкуп виборців кандидат може 
витратити кілька мільйонів доларів 


Андрій Кузнецов і Віталій Сизов, Радіо Свобода 

Верховна Рада України посилила відповідальність за 
порушення виборчих прав громадян, внісши відповідні 
зміни до законодавства. Зокрема, відтепер за підкуп 
виборців можна отримати до двох років ув'язнення. 
Зміни актуальні, адже як зазначають експерти, українські 
політики на підкуп виборців витрачають мільйони 
доларів. 

Продуктові набори, дитячі майданчики, допомога 
лікарням, дитсадкам. Кандидати стали щедрими, намага- 
ються догодити своїм виборцям. Громадські організації 
фіксують десятки таких прикладів. На Кіровоградщині 
кандидат вчителям підготував пледи, у Харкові людям 
роздають харчі. 

Звична справа - активізація різноманітних благодійних 
фондів. У Слов'янську є благодійний фонд «Дорога жит- 
тя». Поряд із назвою - ім'я відомого політика. Тут можна 
отримати допомогу, розповідає жителька Слов'янська. 

«В гуртожиток приходили. Людям по 300 гривень 
дали. Тим, хто цього дійсно потребує. А мене дома не 
було, я ось вирішила сама зайти», - розповідає жінка. 

Для деяких виборців - кандидат це «бюро добрих по- 
слуг», вважає політтехнолог Сергій Гайдай. 

Витрати кандидатів на підкуп виборців в окрузі, за да- 
ними експерта, можуть сягати кількох мільйонів доларів. 

«Інколи це буває дуже дорого - декілька мільйонів 


доларів на округ Але взагалі від півмільйона до 
мільйона. Все залежить, скільки треба купувати. Якщо 


у нього і так великий рейтинг, 1 він хоче докупити собі 


голосів, те чого не вистачає - це одні гроші, А інколи він 
приїздить і на початок кампанії ніхто не знає, хто він та- 
кий взагалі - це інші гроші», — говорить Сергій Гайдай. 

Однак, в порівнянні з парламентськими виборами 
2012 року ситуація змінилася, вважає Гайдай. Як він 
каже, українці стали «більш політично готовими», чима- 
ло людей розуміють хибність підходу, коли їхній голос 
купують, але є чимало й тих, хто готовий продаватися. 

«Це зміниться тільки після того, як виборче право буде 
тільки у тих, хто може ним якимось чином грамотно роз- 
порядитися, коли за право обирати треба буде платити 
якусь плату чи після підняття загальної політичної куль- 
тури, коли виборець вибиратиме, виходячи не з того, що 
йому потрібно, а зі своєї політичної позиції», - вважає 
політтехнолог. 

Поки що ж керівник МВС Арсен Аваков у Face- 
book звітує про десятки карних справ щодо підкупу 
виборців. За даними Авакова, фігурантом однієї з них 
є колишній член фракції Партії регіонів Сергій Ківалов, 
який балотується по округу в Одесі. Втім, Ківалов такі 
звинуваченні назвав «спекуляціями», 1 зазначив, що 
теж підтримав посилення відповідальності за підкуп 
виборців. 


Німеччина активно взялася за 
допомогу біженцям із Донбасу 


Володимир Носков, Радіо Свобода 

Міністр економічного співробітництва та розвитку 
Німеччини Герд Мюллер побував на харківських скла- 
дах, куди звозять гуманітарну допомогу з перших деся- 
ти фур, що прибули з ФРН. Також він особисто вручив 
трьом родинам із Донеччини та Луганщини сертифікати 
на першочергове поселення у модульних будинках. 
Представники MHC разом 13 міською владою планують 
відкрити поселення з німецьких будинків для тимчасо- 
вих переселенців у двадцятих числах грудня. 

Візит Мюллера почався з офіціозу - участі в німецько- 
українському форумі, присвяченому  біоенергетиці, 
енергоефективності та питанням агробізнесу. 

Мюллер заявив, що його країна збільшуватиме 
економічну допомогу українському уряду на 25-75 
мільйонів євро. Також німецький уряд обіцяє переглянути 
програми на користь потерпілих Донбасу та Луганщини. 

Приїзд німецького урядовця до Харкова власне обу- 
мовлений прибуттям перших 5 фур із модулями для 


будинків де житимуть вимушені переселенці з зони 
бойових дій та 10 вантажівок із найнеобхіднішим для 
потерпілих людей. 

«П'ятсот тисяч переселенців, які не мають даху 
над головою. Ми хочемо, щоб ті люди отримали допо- 
могу зараз і напередодні зими, щоб ці люди отримали 
дах над головою, теплий одяг та харчування», - заявив 
журналістам Герд Мюллер. 

Зміст гуманітарки - це узгоджене соціальне замов- 
лення німецькими та українськими органами влади. 
У формуванні гуманітарного вантажу безпосередньо 
брали участь соціальні служби Харкова, медики Черво- 
ного Хреста та волонтерські організації, що допомага- 
ють приїжджим із небезпечних земель. Місцева влада, 
харківське представництво служби з надзвичайних справ 
та регіональний осередок Червоного Хреста обіцяють 
німецькому урядовцю пильний контроль за тим, щоб 
гуманітарка потрапила за адресою найнужденнішим 
переселенцям. 
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UCCLA holds 
annual conclave 


Questions inclusiveness of federal museum, 
memorial, and presence of KGB in Canada 


(UCCLA)— Meeting in conclave in Banff, 
Alta., on Oct. 19, members of the executive 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties As- 
sociation (UCCLA) discussed a wide range of 
projects it recently completed or will be тоу- 
ing forward with in the year ahead. After first 
noting the successes of Project CTO, which 
saw the simultaneous unveiling of 115 plaques 
across Canada recalling the internment oper- 
ations of 1914-1920, the group noted the open- 
ing of the “Enemy Aliens” exhibit the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation (UC- 
CLF) helped curate at the Canadian War Mu- 
seum. This exhibit will, it is hoped, travel to a 
number of cities across Canada during the next 
several years, bringing further attention to the 
experience of Ukrainians and other Europeans 
unjustly imprisoned and forced to do heavy 
labour for the profit of their jailers during Can- 
ada’s first national internment operations. 

The group also discussed steps that UC- 
CLA needs to take to remove veterans of the 
KGB from Canada, proposed new fellowships 
providing support for students and others in- 
volved in the arts and legal fields, and began 
deliberations on hosting an international sym- 
posium regarding Winnipeg’s Canadian Mu- 
seum for Human Rights controversy. Concerns 
about the lack of inclusiveness in hallowing 
the memory of all of the victims of Nazism at 
the Canadian national Holocaust memorial in 
Ottawa were also raised. 

While in Banff, several members of UC- 
CLA participated in a conference, “The 
Great War, Canada and the Internment of 


Enemy Aliens, 1914-1920,” sponsored by 
the Wirth Centre for Austrian and Central 


European Studies and the Canadian Institute 
for Ukrainian Studies. Members also vis- 
ited the new Parks Canada exhibit dealing 
with the internment operations at the Cave 
and Basin site, in Banff National Park, end- 


ing their conclave by agreeing to hold next 
year’s meeting in the Maritimes. 

UCCLA’s chairman, Roman Zakaluzny, 
said: “We continue to be a project-driven and 
all-volunteer group, that has time and again 
demonstrated an ability to sustain initiatives 
we believe raise the profile of our commun- 
ity, nationally and internationally. We are 
looking forward in the next few years to 
working with several national museums not 
only to recall the internment operations and 
War Measures Act, but to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of Cpl. Filip Konowal’s 
valour at the Battle of Hill 70, not only in 
Canada but in France, the UK, and Ukraine. 

“Over the next 12 months in which Can- 
adians will, of course, vote in a federal 
election, we shall continue to insist that all 
of the exhibits in the taxpayer-funded Can- 
adian Museum for Human Rights be revised 
so that they become comparative, thematic, 
and inclusive. We plan to help stage a ma- 
jor international conference on why that is 
both appropriate and essential if this national 
museum is to have genuine pedagogical im- 
portance. Finally, we remain committed to 
ensuring that no veterans of the Soviet secret 
police remain in this country — the fact that 
some do, to this day, is a travesty of justice 
and an affront to the memory of the many 
millions who fell victim to Communism as 
well as their descendants, of whom millions 
live in Canada.” 

The Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Association (L’Association ukrainienne- 
canadienne des droits civils) is a non-partisan, 
voluntary, non-profit research and educational 
organization committed to the articulation and 
promotion of the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity’s interests and to the defence of the 
civil liberties and human rights of Ukrainians 
in Canada and elsewhere. 


CUPP to hold Ukrainian Day 
on Parliament Hill 


(CUPP)—On October 30 the 33 Interns of 
the CUPP program, in its 24" year of орег- 
ation in the House of Commons will hold 
Ukrainian Day on Parliament Hill 2014, 
to discuss important events in Ukraine and 
cooperation between Canada and Ukraine. 

Ukrainian Day on Parliament Hill 2014 
will be take place in 2 locations. 

The first location will be the Prayer for 
Peace for Ukraine, an inter-faith ecumenical 
service at 11:00 AM at the Eternal Flame. 

The second location will be at Noon at 
Room 362 East Block, Parliament Hill. The 
Information Session titled “Ukraine in a 
Neighbourhood of Civil and Uncivil Soci- 
eties” will include brief reports about the on- 
going war with Russia, the results of the Oc- 
tober 26 parliamentary elections in Ukraine, 
the continuation of the Canada-Ukraine Par- 
liamentary Internship Program and cooper- 
ation between the Canada-Ukraine Parlia- 


mentary Friendship Groups in both the Can- 
adian and Ukrainian Parliaments. 

This will be the second Ukrainian Day on 
Parliament Hill, in which the Ukrainian In- 
terns will take part. In 2011 the first Ukrain- 
ian Day on the Hill, took place and brought 
Ukrainian-Canadian representatives to Par- 
liament Hill to meet with government offi- 
cials. In 2014 the CUPP Interns are relying 
on their own resources to inform Canadians 
about events in their homeland. 

Over 1,000 university students from uni- 
versities in countries of the former Soviet 
Union, the European Union and Ukraine 
have benefitted by an internship of from 2 to 
12 months in the House of Commons, learn- 
ing the Westminster system of government, 
first past the post elections, civil society 
Canadian style and have received scholar- 
ships to take up graduate and postgraduate 
studies at universities outside of Ukraine. 


B.C. extends humanitarian aid to Ukraine 


(UkrNews)— The B.C. government is 
providing assistance to the Ukraine with a 
$30,000 contribution for humanitarian aid 
and other supports. 

“Our government, along with British Col- 
umbia’s Ukrainian community, is deeply con- 
cerned by the 1055 of life and injury being suf- 
fered by the people of the Ukraine as a result 
of the unrest,” said Premier Christy Clark. 
“We are contributing this humanitarian aid to 
provide much-needed medical aid in the re- 
gion, and hope that a peace agreement can be 
implemented as soon as possible.” 


The continued situation between Russia 
and the Ukraine has endangered the lives 
and well-being of its citizens, damaged local 
infrastructure, and interrupted the supply of 
power and water. 

The funds will go to the B.C. chapter of the 
Canadian Red Cross Society, which has been 
responding to the crisis in the Ukraine. The 
Red Cross will use the donation to strength- 
en the Ukrainian Red Cross’ emergency pre- 
paredness and response by supporting its first 
aid teams, providing psychosocial support and 
restoring family links services. 
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Svyatoslav Vakarchuk: 
"Му experiences in Canada 
were life-changing” 


By Oleh Naumenko 

On October 9, a group of 33 Ukrainian 
students, serving internships in the Canadian 
Parliament, got a chance to travel to Mont- 
real for the Okean Elzy concert. This was 
Okean’s first performance of the 2014 world 
tour, which will take them to Boston, New 
York, Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Frankfurt, London, Minsk, Barcelona, Roma 
and Paris. 

The Band celebrates its 20th anniversary 
this year. It becomes more meaningful and 
symbolic in light of the events in Ukraine, 
in which Okean’s leader, Svyatoslav Vakar- 
chuk, played a significant role. While the war 
continues in the east of the country and the 
Ukzainian government struggles to maintain 
stability at home, while working on urgent 
reforms, Vakarchuk uses his talent as a musi- 
cian, as well as his passion and energy to urge 
his fellow countrymen to support their coun- 
try and maintain their optimism for its future. 

“Tt is great to see you all here,” Vakarchuk 
smiles, “times have changed dramatically 
and now many more Ukrainians can travel 
to Canada and gain valuable educational ex- 
perience, as you know.” 

Vakarchuk is no stranger to Canada; in 
fact his first journey abroad was at the age 
of 15 when he arrived to Ottawa to spend 45 
days with the his host family. It was one of 
the few programs launched to help the in- 
dependent Ukrainian state to educate a new 
generation of global citizens who would be 
able to experience life in Canada and the 
United States and learn how far the truth was 
from the Soviet indoctrination. “I studied ina 
school that focused on the English language 
and literature and we could do such exchan- 
ges — Ukrainian pupils would visit Canadian 
families and Canadian pupils ours,” Vakar- 
chuk explains, “You cannot imagine what it 
was like for a kid from the Soviet Union to 
land in Ottawa airport — it was similar to a 
space trip to Mars. My time in Canada was 
life-changing and I returned to Ukraine re- 
membering one principle that I continue to 
uphold —I will always fight for my rights and 
no one will make me unfree.” 

This concert was special because it was 
the first time that the Horikh family, which 
hosted little Slavko back in 1990, got a 
chance to see the live performance of the 
Ukrainian rock-star. “We never thought that 
Slavko will become a singer,” says Iryna 
Horikh who recalls a young boy who lived 
with them for more than a month. Indeed, 
the career choice of the present-day rock- 
star surprised many, given that Vakarchuk 
graduated from Ivan Franko National Uni- 
versity of Lviy, with a degree in theoretical 
physics. Perhaps the world lost the Ukrain- 
ian version of Richard Feynman but it got 
one of the brightest Ukrainian musicians 
whose popularity has gone far beyond his 
homeland. O.E.’s songs can be heard from 
every corner of the world and Canada —with 
its 1.2 million Ukrainian community — is at 
the forefront of promoting Ukrainian-lan- 
guage music in North America. “Slavko was 
always a very smart and well-behaved boy 
— we thought he is going to be a diplomat,” 
Horikh continues. “He was very knowledge- 
able about Ukrainian history, saying that a 
person who does not know the history of his 
country cannot understand his native cul- 
ture and daily environment completely. For 
Slavko, Ukrainian history was a lodestar that 
guided him to success.” Vakarchuk person- 
ally phoned the Horikhs to tell that he was 
going to perform in Montreal so they could 
hold a reunion after so many years. 

CUPP interns had the honour to meet and 
talk with Vakarchuk as a prominent civic ac- 
tivist who supported pro-democracy move- 
ments during both the Orange Revolution 
in 2004 and the Revolution of Dignity or 
EuroMaidan of 2013-2014. “I love Ukrain- 
ians. We are a romantic nation but quite 
often we rush to different extremes. Take the 


First we were afraid of using it because the 
Soviet historical narrative labeled those who 
fought for an independent Ukrainian state as 
fascists, whereas now we can hear the greet- 
ing whether it is timely or not. There are still 
greetings like “Good Day” and “Good Even- 
ing”, you know. I like to use them instead of 
repeating political slogans among friends.” 

Members of CUPP invited Vakarchuk to 
take part in the fundraising campaign that 
was organized before the concert—the money 
raised was sent to the Ukrainian-Canadian 
NGOs that provide medicine and humanitar- 
ian aid to the Ukrainian army. CUPP Interns 
can be proud of themselves — although the 
campaign was organized on short notice and 
carried out just prior to the concert, the vol- 
unteers succeeded in collecting over $2,000 
that combined with the efforts of hundreds 
of thousands of other volunteers worldwide 
who are helping Ukraine in its hour of need. 

After the meeting with Vakarchuk, CUPP 
Interns joined the near sell-out audience, 
eager to enter the concert hall. Interesting- 
ly, a Russian company helped to organize 
the concert. Hopefully it shows that despite 
the Russo-Ukrainian military confrontation 
and information war by the Russian gov- 
ernment, there is still hope for reconcilia- 
tion. Vakarchuk’s songs became prophetic 
and his music remains one of the vital links 
that can connect the two nations. I remem- 
ber the huge numbers of Russian fans in 
concert halls and even in Moscow’s Sher- 
emetyevo airport on December 24, 2013 
who applauded O.E. music. “Currently our 
concerts in Russia are cancelled not on our 
initiative,” Vakarchuk says. The undeclared 
war between Ukraine and Russia is accom- 
panied with an aggressive anti-Ukrainian 
policy pushed by notorious lawmakers such 
as Vladimir Zhirinovsky and St. Petersburg’s 
Vitalii Milonoyv. Even ambassadors of peace 
and culture like Vakarchuk struggle to get 
their message across to the country that has 
descended into a “besieged fortress” mind- 
set. However, Okean’s cooperation with a 
Russian firm in Canada gives some hope that 
the voice of reason may yet prevail. 

Okean Elzy has a reputation of turning 
every concert into a super show and their 
performance in Montreal was no exception. 
Despite the unusually small stage in com- 
parison with enormous football stadiums in 
which Vakarchuk performs in Ukraine, the 
concert was explosive. The entire audience 
almost never sat in their seats, standing, 
jumping and cheering throughout the whole 
performance. Before the band started to 
play, the audience sang the national anthem 
of Ukraine, which has come to be known as 
“La Marseillaise of the twenty-first century” 
for its revolutionary appeal. Vakarchuk com- 
bined well-known old songs with new ones 
that came into prominence during EuroMai- 
dan. CUPP Interns were in the first rows, 
cheering and singing every song together 
with the band. The same spirit of unity that 
inspired crowds in Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odesa 
and Lviv during Vakarchuk’s concert tour 
prevailed in Montreal. Today, the words of 
Okean Elzy’s new song “The Wall” — “Will 
we be strong enough to tear down this wall?” 
— are most important. The Revolution of 
Dignity, the Russian annexation of Crimea 
and the war in eastern Ukraine have broken 
friendships, connections and family ties 
among thousands of Ukrainians and Rus- 
sians. Vakarchuk is one of the few who con- 
tinues to successfully connect different gen- 
erations of Ukrainians from Lviv to Donetsk 
and from Chernihiv to Sevastopol. In turn, it 
is our task — as citizens of Ukraine, Europe 
and the world — to build new bridges of re- 
spect and understanding in order to make our 
homeland prosperous and democratic. 

Oleh Naumenko is a Canada-Ukraine Par- 
liamentary Program Intern with a MP Mike 
Wallace of Burlington, Ontario. He was 
awarded the Michael Starr scholarship to 


motto “Slava Ukrayini” (Glory to Ukraine). participate in CUPP 2014. 
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Посварити 


греко-католиків 

1 православних 

в Україні нікому 
не вдасться — 
глава УГКЦ 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Росія зацікавлена в тому, щоб розпали- 
ти в Україні міжконфесійний конфлікт - 
перенести протистояння між українським 
суспільством 1 зовнішнім агресором на ре- 
лігійний грунт. Однак посварити релігійне 
середовище нікому не вдасться, заявив у 
23 жовтня у Львові глава УГКЦ Святос- 
лав Шевчук. Він приїхав до міста Лева 
на зустріч східних католицьких єпархій 
Європи та на вшанування 25-ліття вихо- 
ду Української греко-католицької церкви 
з підпілля. 

Нині в Україні панує порозуміння між 
церквами 1 релігійними організаціями, 
якого не було протягом останніх 25 років, 
вважає глава УГКЦ Святослав Шевчук. 
Однак така ситуація не всім подобається, 
тому є зацікавлення у міжконфесійному 
конфлікті. 

Як приклад, на останньому Синоді 
католицьких єпископів у Римі на тему 
сім'ї, в якому брали участь і представ- 
ники православної церкви, митрополит 
Російської православної церкви Іларіон 
Алфеєєв звинуватив УГКЦ у розпалюванні 
громадянської війни в Україні, заперечив 
право існування УГКЦ, звинуватив греко- 
католицьке духовенство у спілкуванні 3 
представниками  неканонічних церков, 
що, на його думку, завдає непоправних 
страждань православній спільноті Мо- 
сковського патріархату. 

Глава УГКЦ Святослав Шевчук вважає, 
що російська церква вкотре агресивно 
атакувала греко-католицьку церкву. 

«УГКЦ святкує 25 років нашої свобо- 
ди і за 25 років риторика з боку нашого 
північного брата цілковито не змінилась. 
Сам факт існування нашої Церкви ста- 
новить виклик. Хтось хоче перенести 
те протистояння, яке є в Україні, на 
релігійний грунт і таким чином розпалити 
міжконфесійний конфлікт», - наголосив 
глава УГКЦ Святослав Шевчук. 

За словами  предстоятеля  греко- 
католиків, виступ російського митро- 
полита викликав негативну реакцію у 
присутніх на Синоді i, зокрема, у папи 
Римського. 

Святослав Шевчук прореагував на сло- 
ва російського митрополита в інтерв'ю 
католицькому медіа, де, каже, намагав- 
ся пояснити, у чому полягають контакти 
УГКЦ із православною церквою, зокрема 
з УПЦ Київського патріархату. Натомість 
найбільшу реакцію в Україні виклика- 
ли його слова про те, що ні для кого не 
є секретом, що «єдиною канонічною 
Православною церквою в Україні, тоб- 
то такою, яка перебуває в повноті со- 
причастя зі світовим православ'ям, є 
Українська православна церква в єдності 
з Московським патріархатом. Існують й 
їнші православні церковні спільноти, які 
в часи незалежності України, у різний час 
та з різних причин відлучилися від цього 
патріархату; їх інші Православні церкви 
вважають неканонічними». 

Чимало вірних і духовенство УПЦ, 
Київського патріархату слова предстоя- 
теля УГКЦ про УПЦ (МП), як єдиної 
канонічної Православної церкви в 
Україні, сприйняли негативно. 

«Якщо хтось до кінця поцікавиться, що 
ж справді я відповідав, я намагався, на- 
впаки, захистити і пояснити, у чому поля- 
гають наші контакти. Я хочу підкреслити, 
що ми з глибокою повагою відносимось 
до всіх конфесій, зокрема до всіх право- 
славних церквов. Ми поважаємо право- 
славну сторону такою, якою вона є, Та- 
кого типу коментарі не повинні вносити 
неспокій із жодного боку. Ми маємо дба- 
ти, щоб наші стосунки поглиблювались», 
- зазначає Святослав Шевчук. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, Oct. 23 


- Nov. 5, 23 жовтня - 5 листопада, 2014 


Який бізнес «олігархату» хочуть 
націоналізувати в «ДНР» 


Ілля Требор, Радіо Свобода 


Так званий «уряд»  угрупован- 
ня «Донецька народна республіка» 
хоче «націоналізувати 3 подальшою 


утилізацією» місцевих монстрів важкої 
промисловості. Процес планують розпо- 
чати І листопада. Хто і чому потрапив у 
«чорний список» і які важелі впливу на це 
має Україна? 

Рішення привласнити цілу низку 
заводів та шахт було очікуваним - такі за- 
яви лунали з вуст екс-«голови» «верховної 
ради» «ДНР» Дениса Пушиліна ще у 
травні цього року, відразу після «рефе- 
рендуму». Окрім того, «заступник голови 
ради міністрів» угруповання Олександр 
Караман поскаржився, що загальна сума 
потрібного їм бюджету зараз складає 
навіть не сотні мільйонів гривень, а 
мільярди, і є «непідйомною ношею». 
Якщо брати до уваги те, що у списку 
потенційно-націоналізованих об'єктів 
найбільші платники податків регіону, то 
рішення про «націоналізацію» було лише 
питанням часу. 

Так, наприклад, під удар потрапи- 
ли кілька підприємств Ріната Ахмето- 
ва - Єнакіївський металургійний завод, 
Макіївський меткомбінат, Харцизький 
трубний завод, ПАТ «Донецкгормаш» та 
два комплекси з видобутку і збагачення 
антрациту корпорації ДТЕК («Ровень- 
киантрацит» 1  «Свердловантрацит»). 
Варто зауважити, що це не перші ви- 
пади проросійських угруповань у бік 
структур найбагатшої людини країни 
- раніше «голова ЦВК» «ДНР» Роман 
Лягін, за сумісництвом «міністр праці 
та соціальної політики», висловлював 
сподівання, що Ахметов платитиме по- 
датки до бюджету «республіки». Тоді 
прес-служба бізнесмена дипломатично 
зауважила, що «група компаній працює 
виключно в рамках правового поля та 
чинного законодавства України, у тому 
числі, і в частині податкових відрахувань 
до центральних 1 місцевих бюджетів». 

Але умови дещо змінились. Окрім того, 
що «прем'єр-міністр» «ДНР» Олександр 
Захарченко нголошує, що деякі акти- 
ви бізнесмена зараз вже реєструються у 
«республіці» (інших підтверджень цього 
немає), важливо пам'ятати - сьогодні У 
«ДНР» не просять, а приходять з автомата- 
ми і втілюють в життя рішення «парламен- 
ту», незважаючи на бажання чи права влас- 
ника. У цій ситуації залишається тільки 
припускати, що стане з бізнесом Ріната 
Ахметова. Наразі він покинув першу сотню 
рейтингу Bloomberg Billionaires Index, втра- 
тивши з початку року близько 2,4 мільярда 
американських доларів (більшість цієї суми 
припадає на останні три місяці). 

«Зараз усі сили компанії та її 
працівників, усі ресурси спрямовані на 
підготовку енергосистеми до опалюваль- 
ного сезону. Людям потрібні тепло та 
світло в будинках і в Луганську, і в До- 
нецьку, і в Києві, і в Івано-Франківську, 
i у Львові. Окрім того, на сьогоднішній 
день ДТЕК «Ровенькиантрацит» є єдиним 
підприємством у місті, яке, незважаючи 
на складну ситуацію, стабільно і вчасно 
виплачує зарплату своїм співробітникам. 
І ми не бачимо підстав для будь-яких дій 
стосовно наших активів», - прокомен- 
тував ситуацію для Радіо Свобода прес- 
секретар антикризового штабу ДТЕК Ан- 
тон Ковалишин. 

У список націоналізації потрапив та- 
кож хімічний гігант «Стірол», який 
залишається найбільшим виробником 
мінеральних добрив в Україні. Moro влас- 
ника, Дмитра Фірташа, мешканці Донеч- 
чини пов'язують з одним із національних 
телеканалів, а їхнє ставлення до ЗМІ, що 
не транслюють проросійської позиції, 
буває дуже категоричним. Тому привлас- 
нення майна цього олігарха очікували 
ще під час першої хвилі зазіхань на 


приватну власність, коли вирішили 
перепідпорядкувати з активи керівника 
Дніпропетровської області Iropa Ko- 


ломойського. Проте у справі можливої 


Рінат Ахметов 


націоналізації підприємства Фірташа є 
одна суттєва відмінність - вони знахо- 
дяться у Горлівці, де ватажком бойовиків 
є пор Безлер («Bec»). «Донецьку народну 
республіку» він вважає «банановою», а її 
політичне керівництво зневажає. Тому, як 
тут буде діяти «ДНР» незрозуміло. 

Під гарячу руку потрапила також 
шахта їмені А.Ф. Засядька, що є од- 
ним із найбільших гірничодобувних 
підприємств країни. Щей факт особли- 
во цікавий не стільки тим, що фактично 
вона належить Юхимові Звягільскому, 
ветеранові-регіоналу (цей факт здавалося 
міг би стати своєрідною протекцією май- 
на від зазіхань), скільки тим, що з шахтою 
пов'язують ще одне гучне ім'я - Олексан- 
дра Януковича. У 2012 його році групу 
«МАКО» пов'язали з шахтою через хитрі 
схеми за участю третіх осіб та сторонніх 
компаній. Ha противагу ситуації 3 
Фірташом, дії «ДНР» стосовно цієї шах- 
ти були доволі неочікуваними - багато 
експертів пов'язує те, що відбувається на 
Донбасі, саме із «Сім'єю» і тому такого 
удару їй «у спину» не очікували. 

Однією шахтою «республіканці» не 
обмежились - до списку націоналізації 


потрапили декілька | гірничодобувних 
держпідприємств: «Шахтарськантрацит», 
«Торезантрацит», «Луганськвугілля», 


«Донбасантрацит», «Антрацит» тощо. Тоб- 
то, йдеться про рішення націоналізувати 
національне майно України. 

Втім, тут на «республіканців» чекають 
підводні рифи. 

«По-перше, шахта імені A. ©. Засядька 
існувала завдяки Юхиму Звягільському, 
який носиться з нею як з торбою писа- 
ною. І без нього вона не зможе працюва- 
ти - шахта дуже важка, складна, глибина 
до 1500 метрів, газові пласти, вочевидь 
навіть там відбуваються якісь явища за 
участю важких воднів. Друге - шахти 
«Макіїввугілля» вони теж дуже важкі... 
я не знаю де є важчі шахти. «ДНР» 
не дасть їм ради. Вони їх приведуть у 
найближчі кілька місяців до загибелі. За- 
мерзнуть стовбури вже цієї зими. Окрім 
того, вони затоплять шахти і потоплять 
місто. - ділиться міркуваннями голова 
Незалежної профспілки гірників України 
Михайло Волинець. - Що стосується 
шахт «Шахтарська глибока», Торезу — 
вони вже там топляться. Подібні шахти 
в Росії давно закриті і Росія ні копійки 
держпідтримки не давала. Наші шахти 
існували завдяки підтримці з бюджету 
країни - остання рекордна сума була 15 
мільярдів гривень на рік. Тому шахти бу- 
дуть закриті, знищені, будуть масштабні 
аварії, гинутимуть люди і ніхто не згадає 
представників «ДНР», тих хто ухвалив 
це рішення (про націоналізацію - ред.). 
Вони успішно втечуть - Росія їм мати 
рідна. І найголовніше - зарплату платити 
вони не збираються». 


Можуть зазнати збитків і ті бізнесмени, 
чиї імена не такі гучні у політичному 
просторі України. Так, Віктор Нусенкіс 
потенційно може втратити перлину До- 
нецька - «Донецький металургійний 
завод», а разом з ним і Ясинівський 
та Макіївський коксохімзаводи. Саме 
Нусенкіс є найбільшим церковним 
благодійником України - за його гроші 
збудовані усі значні храми Донецької 
єпархії. Але схоже, що такий ста- 
тус не є суттєвим для бойовиків, які 
позиціонують себе одним із останніх 
стовпів християнської віри. Є невелика 
ймовірність, що майно бізнесмена врятує 
статус громадянина Росії, але гарантій 
сьогодні дати не зможе ніхто. 

Ще одне ім'я у списку підприємців, що 
можуть втратити своє майно - Андрій 
Альоша, депутат донецької міської ради. 
Та дивна річ - Макіївський трубний за- 
вод, який начебто у нього планують 
відібрати, вже дуже давно не працює, а 
частину його території ще у 2013 році 
виставили на продаж. Можливо, «ДНР» 
планує «націоналізувати» і приватну зем- 
лю, та це вже зовсім інша справа. 

«По-перше, націоналізація в такому об- 
меженому просторі дуже складна за своїм 
виконанням. Скажімо, холдинг СКМ. Де 
знаходяться його рахунки, менеджерські 
головні структури? Поза «ДНР». Саме 
виробництво, безумовно, прив'язане до 
місця знаходження підприємств. Напри- 
клад, Маріуполь. Там два найбільших його 
підприємства знаходяться під юрисдикцією 
України, а Єнакіївський завод і Макіївський 
- під «юрисдикцією» «ДНР». І таких 
прикладів буде маса. Крім того, як мож- 
на розділити інфраструктуру? Наприклад, 
вода - вона йде по каналу Сіверський 
Донець-Донбас, початок його на території 
Краснолиманського району, де знаходиться 
українська юрисдикція, а потім потрапляє 
в кінці свого шляху під «юрисдикцію» 
«ДНР». То як воду будемо ділити? А як 
бути з енергетикою? Лінії електропере- 
дач вони пронизують як кровоносні суди- 
ни всю територію і знаходяться в єдиній 
енергетичній системі. Тобто, це дуже схоже 
на гасла, які за собою потім не ведуть до 
якихось серйозних наслідків», - наголосив 
директор Центру євразійських досліджень 
Юрій Макогон. 

Як видно з переліку прізвищ, які по- 
трапили в немилість «республіки», спи- 
ски націоналізації складають переважно 
люди дуже заможні. Можливо у приціл 
експропріації вони потрапили саме через 
своє небажання співпрацювати з режи- 
мом, водночас «уряд» угруповання «ДНР» 
декларує плани будувати «державу» без 
олігархів. Чи є альтернативний план, якщо 
найбільші підприємства регіону переста- 
нуть отримувати поставки з України і по- 
стачати туди свої ресурси, у департаменті 
базових галузей промисловості Донецької 
обласної державної адміністрації коменту- 
вати не бажають. Але джерела у ДонОДА 
підтверджують, що такий сценарій уже го- 
товий. 

Які ж важелі впливу на це може мати 
Україна? Голова держпідприємства «Енер- 
гоатом» Юрій Недашковський нещодав- 
но заявив, що треба припинити поста- 
чання електроенергії на територію, яка 
контролюється проросійськими бойовика- 
ми, щоб не «породжувати яму неплатежів». 
Промислові підприємства регіону якраз 
і споживають 77 відсотків усієї енергії. З 
одного боку, відрізавши непідконтрольні 
Україні території від енергопостачання, 
декілька мільйонів людей залишаться без 
життєво-необхідного ресурсу. I серед них 
значна частина, щоб хто не казав, бажає 
залишитись громадянами саме України. 
З іншого - якщо «ДНР» все ж успішно 
прибере до своїх рук промислових зубрів 
Донбасу, постачальники енергії опиняться 
у непростій ситуації - ніхто у здоровому 
глузді не бажає надавати послуг клієнтові, 
який не платить. Навіть податки йдуть 
комусь. Тому кульмінація ймовірно стає 
дедалі ближчою. 
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10 honoured with Hetman Awards | 
UCC — APC celebrates its 40" Anniversary 


(UkrNews)— Ten Ukrainian 
community volunteers were rec- 
ognized for their achievements at 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Alberta Provincial Council’s 2014 
Hetman Awards Gala held at St. 
John’s Cultural Centre in Edmon- 
ton, Oct. 18. 

The Gala also celebrated UCC- 
APC’s 40" anniversary. President 
Olesia Luciw-Andryjowicz and 
Past President Daria Luciw sum- 
marized the highlights of the past 
40 years and three former Pres- 
idents — Andriy Semotiuk, Lydia 
Shulakewych and Dmytro Jacuta 
sent in video greetings which were 
played for the attendees. 

Greetings were also brought by 
Edmonton-Decore MLA Janice 
Sarich on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Alberta. Entertainment 
was provided by the Volya Ukrain- 
ian Dance Ensemble and the Axios 
Choir, which received a standing 
ovation. 

The Annual Hetman Awards 
acknowledge significant volun- 
teer achievements of outstanding 
Ukrainian Albertans. The Annual 
Hetman Awards are dedicated to 
the celebration of all volunteers 
who have chosen to give their time, 
effort and expertise in order to keep 
our Ukrainian Canadian commun- 
ity in Alberta strong, vibrant and 
active. 

This year’s Posthumous Award 
went to Mary Goy, a long time 
community activist in the Peace 
River region. Although Ukrainian 
Catholic and Orthodox churches 
and their members lived and wor- 
shipped in the area in the 1940’s, 
it wasn’t until the early 1970’s that 
the cultural component became 
prevalent. Mary’s partnership 
with Joyce Sirski (Howell) lead to 
Mary’s vision becoming reality. 
Mary’s first plan was to start a 
Ukrainian church camp on the 
shores of Bear Lake. With the help 
of others, the camp ran for 3 years. 
40-50 children attended camp each 
year where they learned Ukrainian 
dance, crafts, cuisine and religion. 
Interest grew from that group to 
start a Ukrainian dance club and 
the first class started in the fall of 
1974. An instructor travelled every 
Friday night from Edmonton by 
bus to teach dance all day Satur- 
day. Mary would pick up, feed, and 
ensure the instructor was able to 
return on the 4 pm bus. 

Once dancing was established 
parents wanted to expand their 
knowledge of other traditions as 
well. Mary taught pysanka writing 
in schools and was instrumental 
in arranging other. workshops for 
Joyce Sirski-Howell to teach, in- 
cluding embroidery, pysanky and 
bread making. 

The three awards in the Seniors 
category were presented to: 

Orest Evenenshen, who has 
been a prolific leader and volunteer 
in the Ukrainian community. In 
the early 1960’s, and annually for 
many years, Orest taught scores of 

children Ukrainian dancing at com- 
munity halls and summer camps. 
His work for the community has 
ranged from coordinating events 
and fundraising for the Ukrainian 
Bilingual Language Association, 
Ukrainian Professional and Busi- 
ness Club and the Canadian Insti- 
tute of Ukrainian Studies, to serv- 
ing as president of various organiz- 
ations including most recently the 
Bishop Budka Charitable Society. 

In 2011 Orest was invited to at- 


Seated left to right: Olesia Luciw-Andryjowicz, Luba Kowalchyk, Frances Sych, Lawrence Pshyk, Orest 


Evenenshen. Standing Іеїї to right Kathryn Goy (granddaughter of Mary Goy; Olesia Markevych, Cassian 
Soltykevych, Zorya (Bociurkiw) Belanger, Andrea Kopylech. 


tend the Patriarchal Sobor of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church 
held in Brazil as a representative of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
Edmonton. His dedicated work in 
the Ukrainian community includes 
the co-founding of the St. Basil 
School of Ukrainian Dance, serv- 
ing as president of the St. Basil Par- 
ish Council, Selo Vesnivka Seniors’ 
Home, Harmony Senior Citizens’ 
Agency, and several other organ- 
ization. Orest’s experience has also 
been a valuable contribution on the 
UCC-APC Board of Directors. 

Lawrence Pshyk, who, as a 
composer, conductor, music teach- 
er and musician, has brought his 
passion for Ukrainian music, and 
music in general, to thousands of 
appreciative audiences. He has 
devoted countless hours to his 
multiple roles in the St. Nicholas 
Mandolin Ensemble since 1996, 
when he agreed to take over the 
leadership responsibilities of the 
28-member fixture on the cultural 
scene in Edmonton and East Cen- 
tral Alberta. The 245-page book 
Mandolin Mosaic —  іпдерепа- 
ently conceived, compiled, and re- 
cently published, swiftly dispersed 
with demand for a second edition. 

Larry’s lifelong devotion to 
Ukrainian music, culture, and art 
— with a special focus on Alberta 
pioneers — began in his youth in 
Innisfree and continued through his 
teaching career in Edmonton and 
well past retirement to the present 
day. Among his many accomplish- 
ments, he directed a massed choir 
that sang the Divine Liturgy cele- 
brated at Clarke Stadium by His 
Beatitude Patriarch Josyf Cardinal 
Slipyj during his first visit to Can- 
ada in 1968. 

Frances Sych, who has contrib- 
uted significantly to the preserva- 
tion of Ukrainian culture in the 
Calmar district, and is very proud 
of her Ukrainian heritage. A long- 
time member of the Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Orthodox Parish and the 
Ukrainian Women’s Association 
- Lesia Ukrainka Branch, Frances 
has held numerous executive roles 
within these organizations. 

Frances played a large role in 
her Parish’s 50" and 75" Anniver- 
saries, visitation of Bishops, and 
recognition of other members of 
the Women’s Association. Frances 
taught Sunday School for many 
years, and was instrumental in 


coordinating summer Ukrain- 
ian Language classes for youth. 
Frances was on the Executive of 
many organizations, and has been 
a volunteer for various groups in- 
cluding the Southwest Ukrainian 
Canadian Centennial; Alberta Zir- 
ka Ukrainian Performers; Calmar 
and District Senior Citizens; 
Calmar and District Historical 
Society; Leduc West Antique So- 
ciety; and Second Glance (a used 
goods store which gives back to 
other charities). 

In the Adult category the award 
recipients were: 

Andrea Kopylech, who has de- 
voted a great deal of her time and 
energy to the operations of the 
Alberta Council for the Ukrain- 
ian Arts for over 7 years. With 
her introduction to the Council 
in 2006 she jumped right into 
supporting the President and vol- 
unteered her professional exper- 
tise as a writer and editor on the 
ACUA Vitae magazine, and then 
served as President for 5 years. 
Her passion for the arts brought 
new and exciting partnerships for 
the organization such as Art Walk 
on 124" street and Arts on the Av- 
enue’s annual Deep Freeze Festi- 
val, as well as wider recognition 
of ACUA in the local community 
and nationally. 

Through her wide reaching con- 
nections across Canada, Andrea 
spearheaded a unique venture in 
our community — the East meets 
West art show of Ukrainian Can- 
adian Artists. 

In addition to her position as 
President of ACUA, she also 
represented Western Canada with 
UCC National as Co-Chair of 
the Arts Council, and currently 
holds position of Secretary with 
UCC National. Andrea’s other 
volunteer commitments included 
the Ukrainian Bilingual School 
Council at St. Martin Elementary, 
Ukrainian Bilingual Parents Ad- 
visory (UBPAS), and as a member 
of the UCWLC St. Basils Branch 
as a Sadochok representative and 
on the Cultural Committee. 

Luba Kowalchyk, who has 
been a dedicated force in the 
Ukrainian community where 
her commitments have included 
volunteering for Camp Oselia, 
the Ukrainian Youth Associa- 
tion CYM, Ukrainian Catholic 
Lay Organizations, and very 


prominently with the Ukrainian 
Catholic Women’s League of Can- 
ada (UCWLC). Luba is also the 
Founder and Manager of ‘Bridge 
of Hope’— a charitable arm of the 
Edmonton Eparchy sponsoring or- 
phaned children in Ukraine. 

Within the UCWLC, Luba has 
held several executive positions 
locally, regionally and nationally 
including that of National President 
for 3 years. In recognition of her 
exemplary work she was awarded 
UCWLC’s Honourary Life Mem- 
bership for her contributions. 

Through the Bridge of Hope, 
Luba was the driving force be- 
hind Home of Hope, a newly built 
3-story building which will house 
up to 25 orphaned 16 — 18 year old 
girls. At this home they will learn 
life and job skills to prepare them 
for integration into broader soci- 
ety. Luba is an energetic and caring 
individual who emulates the most 
admirable qualities in a volunteer. 

Eileen Yewchuk, who represents 
a special kind of volunteer within 
our Ukrainian Canadian commun- 
ity — one who puts in countless 
hours doing what others may deem 
to be tiresome, awkward work. For 
years, Eileen has quietly hopped on 
ETS buses to go to visit the old, the 
lonely, the sick and the dying mem- 
bers of our Ukrainian community. 
She has been able to comfort these 
people as few of us can. Several 
have received their last human em- 
brace from the exceptional woman 
or have died in her arms. Eileen has 
had her own near-death experience, 
having undergone brain surgery 
herself. She is a positive, cheerful 
caregiver emulating solid Christian 
values. 

Eileen has many accomplish- 
ments outside the Ukrainian com- 
munity. She was the first woman 
in Alberta admitted to the Hockey 
Hall of Fame. Through her vol- 
unteer work as a representative to 
the Canadian Hockey Association, 
she was instrumental in having 
women’s hockey recognized at a 
time when women were mocked 
for playing the sport. 

The recipients in the Youth cat- 
egory were: 

Zorya (Bociurkiw) Belanger, 
who has been a member of the Plast 
Ukrainian Youth Scouting Organ- 
ization since she was 6 years old. 
Born in Edmonton and an Engin- 
eer by profession, Zorya has been 


active in many areas of our Ukrain- 
ian community from a young age, 
including Plast and the Cheremosh 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble. 

Currently she is a very active 
scout master for a group of teenage 
girls ages 17-18, and she is both a 
dancer and integral organizer for 
Cheremosh Ukrainian Dancers. 
Along the way to this stage in her 
life, Zorya has received various ac- 
colades and awards, and completed 
her Engineering Degree in 2009. 
Zorya also attended the Ukrain- 
ian bilingual program and Kursy 
Ukrainian School. 

In her time with Plast, and in 
addition to her 9 years of volun- 
teer work as a counselor, Zorya 
has helped organize many summer 
camps both for younger children 
and the teen Plast members. At 
the same time she has rehearsed 
and performed with Cheremosh 
and helped them plan their tour 
to Ukraine and annual Ukrainian 
dance competitions. 

Olesia Markevych, who is a 
young resident physician who emu- 
lates the scouting philosophy of 
being faithful to God and Ukraine, 
helping others, and carrying out the 
spirit of the scout law. 

Throughout her youth she was 
active in the Ukrainian commun- 
ity and other organizations, and 
has been a recipient of many aca- 
demic and service awards, includ- 
ing the Governor General Medal 
for academic achievement. Olesia 
attended the Ukrainian bilingual 
program and Kursy. A member of 
Plast for 22 years, Olesia quickly 
demonstrated leadership qualities, 
frequently being elected to lead 
her fellow girl scouts. Olesia has 
planned and implemented many 
scouting camps, and continues to 
be active as a leader of a group of 
14-16 year old girls. 

Olesia also has a love of and talent 
for Ukrainian dance, and has been 
a member of the Volya Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble for over 10 years 
with whom she has toured the world 
extensively. Olesia is currently 
President of Volya, guiding the or- 
ganization through their 25th Anni- 
yversary celebrations while complet- 
ing her Residency and being active 
as a volunteer in her chosen profes- 
sion as well. 

Cassian Soltykevych, another 
Plast member who, since his first 
year of University has also been a 
member of the Ukrainian Students’ 
Society and has made a significant 
contribution to its’ development 
and future growth. Having served 
as representative without portfolio 
for the first year, Cassian demon- 
strated excellent leadership abil- 
ities, which then lead to his elec- 
tion as Vice President the follow- 
ing year. He applied his business 
education to the operations of the 
Society and helped foster an active 
and fun student group that saw 
much growth as well as increased 
visibility and active role within the 
broader Ukrainian community. 

Under his leadership within the 
Ukrainian Student Society and 
UCSU he successfully organized 
the 55 National Ukrainian Can- 
adian Student’s Union Congress in 
2013 held in Edmonton, as well as 
the 56" National Ukrainian Can- 
adian Student’s Union Congress in 
2014 held in Toronto. Cassian has 
served on the National Executive 
of UCSU as Media Director for 
two years, and currently acts as the 
Executive Vice President. 
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After detention and 
torture, Donetsk artist’s 
work turns grim 


By Dmitry Volchek and Glenn Kates 

(RFE/RL)— Donetsk artist Serhiy Zakh- 
агоу once preferred the bright rays of the 
July sun to the faint gaze of the midnight 
moon — at least when it came time to set up 
his street installations mocking pro-Russian 
separatists. 

“Tt wasn’t realistic to do it at night, be- 
cause there weren’t people, just armed sep- 
aratists driving around,” Zakharov told RFE/ 
RL’s Russian Service from Kyiv, where he’s 
moved after a month and a half as a captive 
of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s Re- 
public. “I would quickly scope out a loca- 
tion, set up my work, have the photographer 
take a picture, then we’d call it a day and get 
out of there.” 

Without the time to stencil his images into 
Donetsk’s many facades, he would construct 
painted plywood cutouts in advance. 

But when the artworks — which included 
former insurgent commander Igor Strelkov 
holding a gun to his head above the Nike 
catchphrase, “Just Do It’ — went viral, the 
artist’s situation became more precarious. 

Tracked down and apprehended outside 
his studio in early August, Zakharov says 
that during two stints in captivity separatists 
fractured his left and right ribs and threat- 
ened him with execution three times. And 
where once he used offbeat satire to reflect 
all that was bizarre among Donetsk rebels, 
his new work, in the form of an upcoming 
comic book, echoes his own grim experience 
at the hands of his captors. 

In pencil sketches provided to RFE/RL, 
Zakharov shows a world that blends monot- 
onous moments among other detainees with 
daily torture sessions and the ever present 
fear of death. 

After his initial capture, Zakharov was 
brought to a basement cell where he says a 
woman wearing а balaclava and speaking 
with “a clear Russian accent” was tasked 
with beating and torturing the detainees. 
Here, he says, the main goal was “take away 
a sense of self-worth.” 

From there it got worse. 

Zakharov says his captors handcuffed him 
to another prisoner, stuffed them both in the 
trunk of a car, and brought them to the mil- 
itary commissariat in the Donetsk district of 
Proletarskiy. 

There, he says, they were locked in an iron 
box with little room to even wiggle and were 


kept under the “scorching sun” for two days. 

Afterwards, according to Zakharov’s ac- 
count, the two were kept handcuffed to each 
other for another 10 days. 

He also says he was subjected to at least 
three mock executions. 

"І have always wanted to know what 
goes through a man’s head when he’s facing 
death,” Zakharov says a female separatist, 
playing the role of executioner, told him dur- 
ing one such encounter. 

Zakharov, likely referring to “The Idiot,” 
says he shot back, “Read Dostoyevsky. He 
describes it.” 

Rights groups have accused both pro-Rus- 
sian separatists and Ukrainian forces of “ab- 
ductions, torture, and killings” in the conflict 
in eastern Ukraine, which started in April 
and has continued despite a cease-fire signed 
by Kyiv, Moscow, and separatist representa- 
tives in early September. RFE/RL has docu- 
mented several cases of prisoner abuse at the 
hands of pro-Russian separatists, including 
public beatings. 

In mid-August, Zakharov, who does not 
know what became of the man he was hand- 
cuffed to, was given 5 hryvnia ($0.39) and 
released. 

But the next day, after hospital X-rays 
confirmed broken ribs, he says his girlfriend 
— apparently not suspecting that he could 
be taken in once more — drove him to the 
home base of his captors at the old State Se- 
curity Service (SBU) building so he could 
collect his documents. Instead, he was de- 
tained again and spent another month in cap- 
tivity before being released for the second 
time in late September and fleeing to Kyiv. 

When Zakharov began his guerilla street 
art campaign three months ago the separatist 
movement felt to him like an unpleasant, but 
transient phenomenon. He says that although 
many supported the separatists, others felt 
at ease laughing at and photographing his 
work. 

But no one dares criticize the de-facto au- 
thorities now. 

“By the time I left, the situation had 
changed,” he says. “It seems that Donetsk 
has been abandoned, tossed away. People 
have returned and at the household level 
things have gotten better. There are some 
[artillery] volleys here and some shooting 
there — but for residents this is already 
something they’ ve become accustomed to.” 


Courtesy Imago 


Serhiy Zakharov’s most famous installation. 


Yatsenyuk wants Ukraine, U.S. and Canada to make grain pool 


(Interfax-Ukraine)— Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk believes the 
creation of a grain pool with Canada and the 
U.S. can strengthen Ukraine’s positions on 
the world market. 

“We can form a powerful food and grain 
pool with the U.S. and Canada,’ Yatsenyuk 
was quoted as saying by his press service 
during a visit to Poltava on October 17. 

“One of the tasks of the future government 


and the future Ukrainian administration is to 
make Ukraine a country that determines the 
world food politics, not just a player,’ Yat- 
senyuk said. 

The Ukrainian government under 
President Viktor Yanukovych considered 
Ukzaine’s participation in the Black Sea 
grain pool with Russia and Kazakhstan. The 
creation of the pool was initiated by Russia, 
but no specific decision was made then. 
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Police and protestors clash 


Protest erupts outside 


Ukrainian parliament 


(RFE/RL)— Demonstrators have clashed 
with police outside the Ukrainian parliament 
during a raucous protest that prompted the 
legislature to go into recess. 

Some of the protesters tried to push past 
police and enter parliament during the dem- 
onstration on October 14. 

The approximately 500 protesters were 
demanding the Verkhovna Rada include on 
its agenda a draft law recognizing contro- 
versial World War II-era guerrilla resistance 
groups — the Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists (OUN) and Ukrainian Insurgent 
Army (UPA) — as national heroes. 

Ukrainian news agency UNIAN reported 
some of the protesters were armed with 
sticks or clubs and fireworks were thrown 
at the parliament building and at police who 
were present in large numbers. 

Some of the protesters were reportedly 
from the nationalist Svoboda party but party 
leader Oleh Tyahnybok denied Svoboda was 
involved. 

Another nationalist group, Right Sector, 
posted a message on Twitter denying its 
members were involved. 

Herashchenko pointed a finger at Moscow, 
saying “it is not ruled out that the foreign 
special services of the Russian Federation 
stood behind the organizers of this provoca- 
tion.” 

Parliament was able to confirm a new de- 
fense minister before adjourning. 

Deputies endorsed Stepan Poltorak, who 
is currently chief of the National Guard, ina 
245-1 vote. 


Poltorak replaces Valeriy Heletey, who 
was criticized over the Ukrainian military’s 
performance in combating pro-Russian 
separatists who continue to hold large por- 
tions of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
after fighting that has killed more than 3,660 
people since April. 

Heletey handed in resignation on October 
12 after only three months on the job. 

When announcing his candidate to replace 
Heletey on October 13, Poroshenko praised 
Poltorak for his “professionalism and pa- 
triotism” and said Poltorak had turned the 
National Guard into a formidable fighting 
force in a short time. 

Before the confirmation vote, Poroshenko 
said Poltorak and forces under his command 
had driven pro-Russian separatists from the 
regional administration building in Kharkiv, 
a major eastern city that has remained under 
government control along with the surround- 
ing province. 

During his swearing-in after the vote, Pol- 
torak pledged “to strengthen the sovereignty 
and independence of Ukraine.” 

Parliament also passed a bill to create a 
National Anticorruption Bureau, an attempt 
by the new Ukrainian government to fight a 
problem that has long plagued the country. 

Poroshenko signed a lustration law on Oc- 
tober 9. 

Under that law, up to 1 million public ser- 
vants, including cabinet ministers, are to be 
screened for loyalty to root out the corrupt 
practices of previous pro-Russian President 
Viktor Yanukovych’s administration. 


Police officer suspected of 
being agent provocateur 
during Rada clashes 


By Oleg Sukhov, Kyiv Post 

Ukraine’s Security Service said on Oct. 15 
that it had arrested a police officer accused 
of being an agent provocateur during the 
clashes between protesters and police near 
the Verkhovna Rada building on Oct. 14. 

The 34-year-old police sergeant wore 
a balaclava and used a slingshot to shoot 
heavy screws at journalists, police and pro- 
testers, the Security Service said. 

The police officer was “among other 
agent provocateurs who carried out a crim- 
inal scenario and were trying to disrupt the 
Verkhovna Rada meeting and destabilize the 
situation in the capital,” the Security Service 
said. 

The clashes took place during a nation- 
alist rally demanding a ban on communist 
ideology and recognition of soldiers of the 


Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) as veter- 
ans. The Svoboda party, which organized 
the rally, and the Right Sector, a major ultra- 
nationalist group, said they had nothing to do 
with the clashes. 

Volodymyr Aryev, a member of the 
Verkhovna Rada, has accused Dmytro 
Korchynsky’s Bratstvo far-right group of 
organizing the clashes. Korchynsky has also 
been accused of having ties with the police, 
former President Viktor Yanukovych and the 
Kremlin and of organizing clashes with po- 
lice on Bankovaya Street, near the presiden- 
tial administration, on Dec. 1, 2013. 

Korchynsky has denied these accusations. 

Russian intelligence agencies could have 
also been behind the clashes, Anton Gerash- 
chenko, an advisor to the interior minister, 
said on Facebook on Oct. 14. 
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Savchenko subjected to 
torture at Serbsky Institute 


(Interfax-Ukraine)— Lawyer Nikolai Polozov has 
said that Ukrainian pilot Nadia Savchenko is deprived 
of sleep at Moscow’s Serbsky Institute where she was 
taken for a psychiatric examination. 

“T have met with Nadia Savchenko at the Serbsky 
Institute. I must say that the conditions for meetings 
with defense lawyers are terrible and contradict the 
European Convention [on Human Rights]. A confi- 
dential communication with defense lawyers is not 
ensured. I spoke to her through the glass in the pres- 
ence of five FSIN employees, including a colonel,” he 
wrote on his page on Twitter on Oct. 17. 

“Nadia is deprived of sleep at the Serbsky Institute. 
A FSIN employee sits in the doorway all night long 
and watches her. We regard it as torture,” he added. 

The lawyer also noted that an investigator had de- 
manded that the pilot’s mother persuade her “to re- 
fuse the services of the current lawyers and take loyal 
ones.” 

Polozov also said that Savchenko was banned from 
not only writing letters, but also preparing papers for 
court meetings. 

It was reported earlier that Savchenko, who is 
charged with being involved in the killing of Rus- 
sian journalists in Ukraine, was moved to Moscow to 
undergo a psychiatric examination. 

Savchenko’s custody term has been extended until 
Oct. 30. 

On Oct. 13, the Basmanny District Court of Moscow 
will continue hearing the appeal from Savchenko’s de- 
fense lawyers against the court order for psychiatric 
examination. By law, no investigative procedures can 
be carried out before the court rules on the appeal. 

According to Russian investigators, the 31-year-old 
navigator was fighting with the Aidar volunteer bat- 
talion in eastern Ukraine when she was captured by 
illegal armed units in June near the town of Schastia, a 


Nadia Serene 


suburb of Luhansk. It was said on July 8 that she was 
being held at the Voronezh pre-trial detention facility 
in Russia. 

The Russian Investigative Committee claimed that 
Savchenko had crossed the border without documents 
under the guise of a refugee and was detained later for 
identification, after which it turned out that she was 
suspected of playing some role in the killing of Rus- 
sian TV journalists Igor Kornelyuk and Anton Volos- 
hin near Luhansk. On July 9, Russia indicted her for 
complicity in murder. 

For its part, Ukraine has insisted that all Ukrainian 
captives held in custody in Russia, including Sav- 
chenko, should be released under the Minsk protocol 
clause requiring the release of all hostages. 

Savchenko tops the party ticket of the Ukrainian 
Batkivschyna Party led by ex-prime minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko in the early parliamentary elections in 
Ukraine due on Oct. 26. 


Summary killings 
misreported, says Amnesty 


(UkrNews)— An Amnesty International investiga- 
tion into allegations of execution-style and other delib- 
erate killings by pro-Russian separatists and pro-Kyiv 
forces has found evidence of isolated incidents attrib- 
utable to both sides, but not on the scale reported by 
Russian media and authorities. 

Summary killing during the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine, presents the findings of research conducted 
in eastern Ukraine (Donbas) in late August and late 
September 2014 and interviews with victims of hu- 
man rights abuses and their families, eyewitnesses, 
local officials in the Luhansk and Donetsk regions, 
medical personnel and combatants on both sides., said 
the international human rights organization in a media 
release issued Oct. 20 

“There is no doubt that summary killings and atroci- 
ties are being committed by both pro-Russian separatists 
and pro-Kyiv forces in Eastern Ukraine, but is difficult 
to get an accurate sense of the scale of these abuses. It 
is likely that many have not yet been exposed and that 
others have been deliberately misreported. It is also clear 
that some of the more shocking cases that have been re- 
ported, particularly by Russian media, have been hugely 
exaggerated,” said John Dalhuisen, Europe and Central 
Asia Director at Amnesty International. 

“Rather than speculatively accusing each other of 
abuses, both sides should concentrate on investigating 
and eliminating execution-style killings by forces they 
control”. 

On September 23 Russian media reported the dis- 
coveries of “mass graves” in Komunar and Nyzhnya 
Krynka, two adjacent villages in the Donetsk Region, 
which until two days previously, had been held by 
Kyiv-controlled forces. They described the discovery 
of women’s bodies with signs of torture and the body 
of a pregnant woman. Russia’s Foreign Minister, Ser- 
gei Lavrov, was reported later as saying that more than 
400 bodies had been discovered in the graves in this 
area and calling for international investigations. 

An Amnesty International delegation visited the 
area on September 26. The delegation found strong 
evidence implicating Kyiv-controlled forces in the 
extrajudicial executions of four men buried in two 
graves near the village of Komunar. Five further bod- 
ies buried in a single grave nearby were revealed to 


belong to separatist fighters. Amnesty International 
spoke to members of their unit who said they had been 
killed in the course of hostilities. 

“The reality behind Russian claims of ‘mass graves’ 
in Nyzhnya Krynka is grizzly enough. It points to 
extra-judicial killing of four local residents by either 
regular Ukrainian armed forces or volunteer battalions 
operating in the area. These must now be investigated 
thoroughly. But it also shows the extent to which ac- 
cusations of abuses are being inflated, particularly by 
the Russian authorities, in the parallel propaganda 


_ war,” said John Dalhuisen. 


Amnesty International has received a growing num- 
ber of allegations of execution-style and other delib- 
erate killings in eastern Ukraine by separatist forces 
since the start of the conflict in April 2014. Victims 
have included pro-Ukrainian activists and suspected 
sympathisers, local criminals and detained combat- 
ants. 

The first apparent confirmation of these allegations 
was the discovery of two bodies on 19 April 2014 
near the town Raigorodok in Donetsk Region. They 
were later identified as Volodymyr Rybak, a local 
pro-Ukrainian activist and MP from Batkivshchyna 
(Fatherland) party, and Yury Popravko, a student from 
Kyiv. The bodies bore signs of torture. 

Amnesty International found compelling evidence 
of the killing of two captives on 22 July. Both were 
held by separatist fighters in the police detention fa- 
cility they had taken over in Severodonetsk, Luhansk 
Region. 

A Severodonetsk businessman detained in the facil- 
ity at the time for suspected links with the Batkivsh- 
chyna party, told Amnesty International: 

At 4.30 am a fighter woke us, shouting “Up! Evacu- 
ation!” They opened three or four cell doors, and in 
all I heard six to eight gunshots. It was like roulette 
— some were shot, some released, some taken away. 

“Amnesty International has not found, or been pre- 
sented with any compelling evidence of mass killings 
or graves. What we have seen are isolated incidents of 
summary executions that in some cases constitute war 
crimes. These abuses must stop, all suspected cases 
should be effectively investigated, and those respon- 
sible from both sides prosecuted,” said Dalhuisen. 


In Luhansk, death 
for a cartoon? 


(RFE/RL)— If a Luhansk-based news portal is to be believed, defam- 
ation comes with a heavy price in the self-proclaimed Luhansk People’s 
Republic. 

Particularly if the aggrieved is the self-styled minister of culture, Irina 
Filatova. - 
She is allegedly outraged about a satirical cartoon that mocks her past 

propensity to gallivant less than fully clothed in public places. 

And according to the Luhansk Radar news site, Filatova has requested 
a trial and some very specific punishments for Ukrainian singer and writ- 
er Irena Karpa, the creator of the cartoon “Neo-Soviet Mutant”: a 50,000 
ruble fine ($1,230) and death by firing squad. 

The cartoon — a3 1/2-minute video that at one point depicts Filatova 
topless in positions similar to those in pictures she had once posted to her 
now deleted VKontakte profile — has “disrupted my sleep and weak- 
ened me,” says the alleged complaint. 

Although news of the order has spread in Ukrainian and some Western 
media, the scanned document has only appeared on Luhansk Radar, a 
staunchly pro-Kyiv news site. 

In its original publication, the site said a “police source” had handed 
the document over. - 
But the complaint’s appendix may tilt slightly into the realm of pol- 
itical satire: It includes both photos taken from social media and the 

screenshots from the offending cartoon. 

Filatova herself has not commented, but according to the Moscow- 
based Slon.ru, a press spokesperson for the “Luhansk People’s Repub- 
lic” denied that she has ever served as culture minister. 

Karpa, for her part, appears to be taking the alleged threat in stride. 

“Oy, I’m scared-scared-scared)))” the Kyiv-based artist wrote, with 
apparent sarcasm, on Facebook. 

She also promised a sequel. 


Britain to continue helping Ukrainian army 


(Interfax-Ukraine)— Ukrainian Defense Minister, Colonel-General 
Stepan Poltorak and a British delegation headed by Permanent Under- 
Secretary at the British Foreign Office Simon Fraser have discussed 
topical issues of bilateral cooperation and assistance to the Ukrainian 
Defense Ministry, the ministry’s press service has reported. 

Poltorak said that Ukrainian President and Supreme Commander-in- 
Chief of the Ukrainian Armed Forces Petro Poroshenko, since he as- 
sumed office, had declared a peace plan on the settlement of the situation 
in Donetsk and Luhansk regions, which is constantly violated by mil- 
itants. с 

“Another stage of the ceasefire in Donbas has continued since Sept. 
5. Over this period, Ukrainian troops involved in the antiterrorist oper- 
ation have come under 729 attacks and shelling by pro-Russian bandit 
groups,” Poltorak said. 

Fraser said that the British government was ready to fully support the 


Ukrainian Armed Forces. He noted that the British side was well aware за 


of numerous violations of the ceasefire by pro-Russian militants. 

Poltorak also informed the British side of his priorities as defense min- 
ister, which were set by the president. They include the building of an 
effective defense system, the establishment of a proper level of cooper- 
ation with foreign partners, the modernization of weapons and military 
equipment, the development of the Ukrainian Armed Forces of Ukraine 
etc, he said. 
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Ву Bohdana Kostiuk 

(RFE/RL)—What priority should a coun- 
try give to retrieving, identifying, and bury- 
ing its war dead? 

Ask Yaroslav Zhylkin, the head of 
Ukraine’s casualty-recovery efforts, and 
he’ll begin with an anecdote about the U.S. 
response when two American soldiers went 
~ missing in Afghanistan in 2006. 

More than 8,000 soldiers and a group of 
forensic scientists, he says, were involved in 
that search. 

In Ukraine, by contrast, a single group of 
30 volunteers has assumed responsibility for 
retrieving fighters killed in battle in the east- 
ern Donbas region. 

The group — dubbed Black Tulip after the 
cargo plane tasked with shipping the bodies 
of soldiers killed during the Soviet war in 
Afghanistan — began its work on September 
5 

Since then, they’ve found and evacuated 
the remains of more than 150 Ukrainian sol- 
diers who died fighting in the government’s 
so-called Antiterrorist Operation (ATO) 
against pro-Russian rebels in parts of the 
eastern Luhansk and Donetsk regions. 

“We’ve gone through 10 districts and ex- 
cavated remains from more than 30 graves, 
including 11 mass graves,” said Zhylkin, 
who runs the National Memory Union, an 


NGO overseeing the Black Tulip mission 
and other efforts to connect families with 
soldiers and volunteer fighters who have 
gone missing in the war. 

“We also gathered the remains of crew 
members who were burned to death in mil- 
itary equipment,” Zhylkin noted grimly. He 
paused before adding, “It’s worth emphasiz- 
ing that our mission is run exclusively by 
volunteers.” 

In an undeclared war comprising numer- 
ous armed groups with frequently differing 
agendas, the task of retrieving bodies left on 
the battlefield is both complicated and dan- 
gerous. 

Zhylkin notes that Black Tulip volunteers 
are frequently forced to comb through fields 
controlled by separatists and dotted with 
mines and unexploded shells. 

Even the dead soldiers represent a risk, 
as they are often laid with booby-trapped 
grenades set to detonate once the bodies are 
touched. 

Still, Zhylkin says Black Tulip has cooper- 
ated with separatists themselves, who have 
occasionally approached the group for help 
finding their dead fighters as well. The vol- 
unteers don’t turn anyone away. 

“Nobody’s fighting with 
Zhylkin says. 

In addition to the danger, the group faces 


the dead,” 
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T he slow, dangerous work of recovering war dead 


Ukrainian soldiers attend a mass funeral ceremony near Zaporizhzhya on October 1 to bury 
unidentified members of pro-Ukrainian military forces who were killed in fighting in the 
country У east. 


substantial costs. Each of the group’s mis- 
sions into the ATO zone costs approximately 
40,000 hryvnia ($3,000), an amount mostly 
bankrolled by the volunteers themselves. 
“The lion’s share of the mission is self-fi- 
nanced,” says Yaroslav Tynchenko, the dep- 


uty director of Ukraine’s National Military 
History Museum, who volunteers with the 
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Black Tulip mission. “We mainly pay for all 
our own gasoline and transportation.” 

Additional necessities, like refrigerated 
trucks, are provided by charities. The group 
gets no direct funding from the government. 

All recovered bodies are turned over to 
Ukrainian Army command, ideally for iden- 
tification and return to families for burial. 
But recent weeks have seen an increasing 
number of mass burials for fighters who re- 
main unidentified, including an October 17 
funeral outside Dnipropetrovsk for 21 un- 
known soldiers killed in action. 

As the country’s morgues fill to capacity 
with war dead, military officials have been 
forced to bury many unnamed soldiers rather 
than wait for the possibility of eventual iden- 
tification. 

Black Tulip workers say the lack of identi- 
fication tags among ATO fighters has proven 
one of the toughest challenges in their work. 

Volunteer brigades and National Guard 
battalions, which make up a substantial part 
of Ukraine’s current fighting force, do not 
consistently receive ID tags before being 
sent into battle. 

Black Tulip workers say they have called 
on high-ranking government officials to pro- 
vide dog tags and otherwise aid in casualty- 
recovery efforts. 

Defense Ministry official Oleksiy Naz- 
drachev says the ministry has already ear- 
marked 3 million hryvnia ($232,000) for the 
production of ID tags to be distributed to all 
army soldiers, National Guard members, and 
volunteer fighters. 

For Zhylkin, the change can’t come too 
soon. He says the remains of hundreds 
of fighters have yet to be cleared from the 
battlefields of the Luhansk and Donetsk re- 
gions. More than 3,600 fighters and civilians 
have been killed in Ukraine in the past six 
months. 


Ukraine digs 
anti-tank 
ditches on border 


(Interfax-Ukraine)— The Ukrainian State 
Border Service has built over 200 watch- 
towers and is digging anti-tank ditches and 
installing other fortifications along the Rus- 
sian border, the Ukrainian National Security 
and Defense Council (NSDC) said. 

“The Ukrainian State Border Service has 
dug 62 kilometers of anti-tank ditches, built 
50 kilometers of other fortifications, restored 
750 kilometers of a control belt, and con- 
structed trenches, dugouts and roadblocks,” 
NSDC Information Analysis Center speaker 
Andriy Lysenko said at a press briefing in 
Kyiv on Oct. 17. 

He said similar measures had been taken 
along the border with Crimea. 


